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Another  year  is  dawning!  Dear  Master  let  it  be: 
Another  year  of  mercies,  of  faithfulness  and  grace; 
Another  year  of  gladness  in  the  shining  of  your  face. 

Another  year  of  progress,  another  year  of  praise; 
Another  year  of  proving  your  presence  all  the  day. 

Another  year  of  service,  of  witness  for  your  love; 
Another  year  of  training  for  holier  work  above. 

(As  found  in  a  prayer  book  belonging  to 
Mrs.  Novella  Randall  Herndon,  1897-  1981) 


The  150th  Anniversary  Book  Committee  would  like 
to  thank  our  present  members,  pastor  and  our  former 
pastors  for  their  contributions,  pictures  and 
memories.  Special  thanks  to  Gladys  Wright  for  her 
school  pictures,  Gladys  Ledbetter  for  pictures  and 
Delores  White  for  her  help. 


THE  LOG  CHURCH 

In  the  year  1828,  Antioch  Baptist  Church  established  an  arm  at  Beason's  Creek  where  El  Bethel 
Methodist  Church  now  stands.  James  Alton,  a  deacon,  and  the  remainder  of  this  group  soon 
returned  to  the  mother  church. 

In  the  year  1841,  several  Baptists  living  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Plains  mostly  along  Long 
Branch,  being  remote  from  any  church  of  their  faith  and  order,  thought  it  expedient  to  build  a 
meeting  house  on  land  owned  by  James  Alton.  This  group  asked  the  church  at  Antioch  to  extend 
to  that  place  an  arm  to  receive  members.  This  request  was  granted.  The  meeting  house  was  built 
on  land  owned  by  James  Alton. 

Ransom  P.  Logan,  who  had  been  received  at  Antioch  by  letter  as  a  licentiate  some  time  before 
and  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  July,  1841,  held  services  for  several  months.  Based  on  the  success 
of  these  services,  a  presbytery  (council)  of  Drury  Dobbins,  R.P.  Logan,  and  deacons  from 
surrounding  churches  was  convened  at  the  meeting  house  on  July  16,  1842,  and  proceeded  to 
constitute  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church.  The  following  people  offered  their  letters  for  membership: 


BELINDA    LOGAN 

ELIZABETH    ALTON 

ELIZABETH  HARMON 

ELIJAH 

SUSAN 

NANCY  COLLINS 

NATIiLN   EARLES 

MAKJAH  LUTZ 


.SPUR  LIN 
SPURLIN 


SARAH   SPURLIN 
ELIZABETH   SPUPLIN 
JOHN   Mf-ARTHUR 
WILLIAM   CAMP 
MARY   PATTERSON 
DAVID   II.  HARMON 
MARY  WATT  PR  SON 
LOUISA  EARLES 
SARAH   EARLES 
JEMIMA   EARLES 
MARTHA    JARROLL 
TAIJTIIA    MCARTHUR 


BENJAMIN  WATTERSON  FANNY  OAMP 


MONUMENT  HONORING  CHARTER  MEMBERS 


The  first  deacons  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  were  Zechariah  Earls,  James  Alton,  who  owned 
the  land  on  which  the  meeting  house  stood,  and  Preston  Harmon,  an  ancestor  of  Willis  Harmon,  a 
current  member.  On  April  26,  1845,  Mr.  Alton  deeded  the  one  and  one-half  acres  of  land,  on 
which  the  meeting  house  and  several  graves  were  located,  to  the  deacons  of  the  church.  This 
parcel  is  now  part  of  the  White  Plains  Development  which  is  southeast  of  the  present  site  of 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church. 


Beattie  Goforth  joined  Bethlehem  by  baptism  in  November,  1848.  He  became  church  clerk  in 
1850.  He  wrote  the  minutes  for  services  held  once  a  month  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  keeping 
records  of  the  membership  up-to-date.  People  joined  the  church  by  experience,  baptism,  or  letter. 
They  were  excluded  for  non-attendance,  swearing,  dancing,  and  drunkenness.  If  a  member  was 
delinquent,  he  or  she  was  notified  of  the  charge  and  given  a  chance  to  come  before  the  church 
and  ask  forgiveness.  If  the  member  failed  to  appear,  he  was  excluded.  Also,  mourners  were  called 
to  anxious  Seats. 

Mr.  Goforth  did  not  record  any  mention  of  the  Civil  War  in  the  church  minutes,  but  there  is  an 
omission  of  minutes  from  May  25,  1861,  until  March  1862.  There  are  entries  for  March,  May,  and 
June  of  1862. 

During  these  early  years,  while  Bethlehem  was  housed  in  the  original  meeting  house,  the 
following  excerpts  from  the  minutes  show  that  the  people  were  actively  involved  in  the  Lord's 
work.  The  original  wording,  spellings  and  punctuation  has  been  copied  as  recorded  by  church 
clerks,  B.  Goforth  and  G.  Herndon. 

January,  1853  .  .  .  "voted  for  B.  Goforth  to  order  400  feet  of  weatherboard  to  be  delivered  to  the 
church" 

February  11,  1853  .  .  .  "took  up  money  to  pay  for  plank  and  nails  to  stop  cracks  in  the  church,  rec. 
$3.00" 

April  8,  1854  ...  "a  move  was  made  to  make  up  money  for  to  get  a  libary  of  Books  for  the 
church" 

Sunday,  August  29,  1857  .  .  .  "met  according  to  appointment  had  preaching  by  Bro.  W.  Hill  from 
Ezeakel  18  ch  and  20  verse.  He  that  sineth  shall  die.  The  ordeance  appeared  to  pay  grate 
attention.  It  is  a  text  long  to  be  remembered." 

December,  1857  .  .  .  "It  was  moved  and  sec.  that  the  church  should  be  repaired.  Drew  up  a 
subseription  for  shingles,  rec.  $3.00" 

May  22,  1858  . .  .  "two  joined  by  letter,  Fill,  a  black  boy  of  Mrs.  Stone  and  A.H.  Gardner" 

March,  1859  . .  .  "appt.  a  committee  to  examine  and  select  a  place  to  build  a  meeting  house" 

May  21,  1859  ...  "a  vote  to  bil  at  the  Cobbs  Cabbon  on  the  Yorkville  and  Shelby  road" 

March  24,  1860  .  .  .  "moved  and  seconded  that  we  have  comunin  season  twist  a  year  younamonus 
vote  that  bee  adopted  here  after  in  April  and  Sept.  That  someone  buy  1/2  gallon  wine." 

April,  1861  ...  No  services  were  held. 

May  25,  1861  ...  "a  charge  was  brought  against  Brother for  haveing  Spirrets  at  his  log 

Rowling" 

November  29,  1863  .  .  .  "Brother  Thos.  Dickson  preached  Isaac  W.  Goforth  and  his  infant  son's 
funeral  from  the  12  ch.  1  verse  of  Hebrews  with  apparent  good  affects  to  a  well  ordered 
congregation"  (Issac  Goforth  was  the  oldest  son  of  five  children  of  Beattie  and  Violet  Goforth. 
Isaac  was  born  in  1834  and  died  at  Sharpsburg,  Virginia  in  1862.) 

August  20,  1864  .  .  .  "To  the  church  at  Bethlehem  I  have  been  notified  by  Brother  R.M.  Patterson 
to  appear  before  the  church  today  in  person  or  send  the  church  book  and  Documents  to  the 
church. 

I  do  not  feel  well  enough  to  go  to  church  today  nor  Searsily  ever  is  when  ever  I  feel  well 
enough  I  will  attend.  I  think  the  church  all  no  my  condition. 

Therefore  I  send  the  church  Book  to  the  church  also  tenders  my  resignation  as  a  church  cleark 
I  have  been  your  cleark  for  about  sixteen  years  and  has  done  the  best  I  could."  (As  recorded  by 
Beattie  Goforth,  who  died  in  1866.) 

Saturday,  September  29,  1865  .  .  .  (The  following 
is  as  recorded  by  George  Herndon,  Clerk.)  "The 
church  met  according  to  previous  appointment 
had  preaching  by  Brother  W.  Hill  the  meeting 
continued  nine  days  by  brother  A  A  McSwain, 
W.  Hill,  P.R.  Elam  and  T.  Dickson,  the  result  of 
the  meeting  was  the  reception  of  16  converts 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  church  with  several 
mourners  who  seemed  to  be  much  affected." 
(This  was  an  unusually  long  entry  for  Mr. 
Herndon.  Most  of  his  entries  simply  stated  that 
the  church  met  and  had  preaching  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday.) 

Mr.  George  Herndon 


ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 


SYSTEM  OF  THE  CHURCH  GOVERNMENT 

ARTICLES  OF  FAITH  AS  FOLLOWS 

ARTICLES 

1ST  -  We  believe  in  one  living  and  true  God  who  is  the  only  creator  and  presever  of  all  things 
visible  and  invisible. 

2ND  -  We  believe  there  are  three  persons  in  the  God  head  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost  That 
these  three  are  the  same  in  substance  Equal  in  power  and  glory. 

3RD  -  We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  saviour  of  a  lost  world  of  mankind  and 
that  there  is  no  other  way  or  means  of  salvation  but  in  and  through  him  as  he  is  freely  offered  in 
the  gospel. 

4TH  -  We  believe  in  the  final  preseverance  of  the  saints  the  resorection  of  the  dead  eternal 
judgement  everlasting  Rewards  and  punishments. 

5TH  -  As  touching  the  system  of  church  government  particular  church  are  a  company  of  Saints 
afsembled  together  builde  to  gether  by  a  special  Covenent  in  to  one  distinct  body  which  as 
occasion  is  to  be  fully  ordered  to  enjoy  constant  fellowship  with  Christ  in  all  his  ways  and 
ordinance  to  their  own  mutual  identification  and  to  the  glory  of  God  through  his  sprit. 

6TH  -  The  manner  in  which  persons  may  be  constituted  a  church  is  by  a  special  confederation 
Respecting  each  other  the  Lord  his  commandments  and  offices. 

7TH  -  As  touching  the  Covenent  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  we  the  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Christ  at  Bethlehem  both  male  and  female  do  voluntary  and  jointly  give 
ourselves  unto  the  Lord  who  hath  promised  to  Recieve  such  and  be  to  them  a  God  holding  our 
Selves  hence  forth  as  his  and  no  longer  our  own  We  do  voluntarly  and  mutualy  give  our  Selves 
one  to  another  in  the  Lord  meaning  heare  by  to  unite  into  one  distined  Body  Jointly  to  aspire  and 
act  by  the  bonds  and  Ruels  of  the  gospel  each  esteeming  our  Selves  a  member  of  a  Spiritual  body 
accountabel  to  its  controls  and  no  otherwise  Spearable  there  from  than  by  consent  first  had  or 
unreasonably  refused  we  further  voluntaraly  and  jointly  profess  to  do  all  thing  what  Savier  the 
Lord  hath  Required  as  the  Lord  Jesus  helping  us  through  the  grace  of  his  spirit  that  he  may  Be 
with  us  always  particularly  to  deny  Our  Selves  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  Christ  Keep  the  faith 
assimble  to  gether  on  all  convenient  opportunities  to  worship  God  to  love  as  brethren  and  submit 
to  each  other  as  Brethren  in  the  Lord  observing  all  Rules  prescribed  to  church  membership 
agreeabel  to  the  word  of  God  Finally  we  do  Voluntarily  and  Jointly  engage  to  know  honor  and 
obey  them  that  have  the  Rule  over  us  in  the  Lord  this  is  the  Covenant  we  do  solemnly  enter  in  to 
in  the  fear  of  God  in  testimony  and  Ratification  where  of  we  and  each  of  us  do  assign  our  names. 

8TH  -  Church  members  are  to  be  Recieved  1st  by  true  Repentance  to  wards  God  and  Faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  2nd  by  Baptism. 

9TH  -  To  assemble  to  gether  at  all  convenient  opertunitys  to  worship  God  and  at  publick 
meettings  such  as  monthly  and  quarterly. 

10TH  -  All  male  member  not  attending  such  meetings  is  to  send  the  Church  the  Caus  there  of 
by  Some  member  if  possible  or  attend  the  next  meeting  if  possible  to  Render  cause  there  of  them 
selves. 


11TH  -  Further  note  that  no  church  member  is  to  take  any  Strange  thing  in  hand  to  act  or  do 
therewith  first  consulting  the  Church  or  Some  leading  Elder  if  possible. 

12TH  -  Further  note  that  all  the  members  of  a  church  Shall  bear  their  part  of  the  public 
expenses  of  their  Respective  church  according  to  there  several  abilities  in  Supporting  the  Lords 
Tabel  the  ministers  table  that  is  the  pastor  and  the  poor  Such  as  shall  not  be  Judged  by  the 
Church  to  be  the  poor  Themselves. 

13TH  -Further  note  that  a  minister  is  to  be  subservient  to  the  church  where  gospel  calls  and 
orders  2nd  by  a  minister  is  not  to  go  beyond  the  limmets  of  the  national  laws  to  administer  the 
the  institution  of  matrimony. 

14TH  -  Further  note  that  all  public  controversies  Subsisting  between  church  members  touching 
their  temporal  concerns  is  to  be  brought  Regularly  into  the  church  and  then  transmitted  to  the 
Judges  appointed  for  such  matters  and  they  are  to  adjudge  the  same  and  Return  their  judgement 
to  the  church  and  upon  the  churches  approbation  it  shall  stand  for  church  members  may  not  go 
to  the  Law  one  with  another. 

15TH  -  And  again  as  touching  private  grief  the  grieved  person  is  not  to  declare  there  grief  to 
any  so  as  to  make  the  matter  be  difficult  in  such  a  case  they  are  to  consult  with  and  Elder  for 
advice  how  to  proceede  but  female  members  are  not  to  be  called  upon  as  helpers  in  matters  of 
church  discipline. 

16TH  -  Of  church  dealing  all  matters  of  church  business  such  as  are  not  known  or  made 
publick  is  not  to  be  spoken  before  the  world  lest  Sinners  Should  stumble  over  the  infirmits  of  the 
Saints  and  the  laws  of  God  be  dishonored. 

17TH  -  Also  further  note  that  all  persons  that  have  any  impression  of  mind  to  preach  the  gospel 
shall  first  lie  under  the  hearing  of  the  church  and  wait  for  her  common  suffrage  before  they  shall 
go  forth  in  a  publick  way  of  preaching  and  if  the  church  forbids  him  he  must  desist. 

18TH  -  Further  note  that  if  any  church  member  shall  withdraw  themselves  from  the  Lords  table 
at  or  on  the  time  of  Communion  they  shall  show  to  the  church  the  cause  there  of  if  tollerated  will 
if  not  they  are  to  abide  by  the  church  counsel. 

Finis,  Church  Systom 

Dec.  the  30th,  1854 


A  Resolution  was  offered  as  follows  whearas  agrate  barer  to  the  cause  of  Christ  by  the 
intemperance  use  of  Spiritous  liquors  has  bin  experienced  by  the  various  Denominations  of 
professing  Christians  and  whare  as  the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  at  Bethlehem  feal  it  our  duty  not 
only  to  let  our  light  Shine  individuly  but  are  desirous  of  shining  forth  to  the  world  that  we  as  a 
body  have  turned  our  face  against  all  immoral  conduct  therefore  in  as  such  Resolved  that  we  will 
not  fellowship  the  making  vending  and  using  of  intoxacating  liquors  Excepting  for  meadison 
murcanical  &  Sacramental  purpices  Resolve  that  we  look  upon  fidling  and  dancing  as  unbecoming 
of  Christons  and  Should  any  member  or  members  of  this  Church  bee  guilty  Shold  be  deamed 
unworthy  of  a  seat  amoungst  us 

Resolved  that  the  foregoing  preambel  and  Resolution  bee  signed  by  the  moderator  &  Cleark 
and  published  in  the  Carolina  Intelageneer. 

B.  Goforth 
Church  Cleark 


The  following  list  of  male  and  female  members  was  taken  from  the  record  book 
dated  1854 -1880. 


MALES 


R.  P.  LOGAN 
JAMES  ALTOM 
ZACHARIAH  EARLES 
PRESTON  HARMON 
ELIJASPURLIN 
NATHAN  ERLES 
BENJAMIN  WATTERSON 
JOHN  McCARTER 
WILLIAM  CAMP 
DAVID  H.  HARMON 
JERAMIAH  BLALOCK 
ABNER  CAMP 
GEORGE  HERNDON 
WILLIAM  DICKSON 
JOSHUA  HOWEL 
BEATTIEGOFORTH 
ELIAS  HOWEL 
JOHN  WATTERSON 
WILLIAM  COBB 
JOHN  HAYS 
JONATHAN  HAYS 
JAMES  ERLES 
BEATTY  ERLES 
S.C.  HOUSER 
ISAAC  W.  GOFORTH 


N.  C.  McCARTHER 

JAMES  N.  HAY 

WILLIAM  DICKSON 

JOHN  CANIPE 

ELLIS  CRAIN 

ALEXANDER  HAYS 

SOLOMAN  SPAIN 

JOSHUA  HOWEL 

R.  P.  LOGAN 

LEROY  PUTNAM 

A.  K.  GARDNER 

FILL,  A  BLACK  BOY  OF  MRS.  STONE 

P.  M.  GARDNER 

R.  M.  PATTERSON 

P.  D.  PATTERSON 

DAVID  CULP 

NORMAN  BOOKOUT 

DICKSON  LACKY 

J.  L.  GARDNER 

GEORGE  P.  CARPENTER 

THOMAS  LOWRY 

GEORGE  LACKY 

COLUMBUS  LACKY 

THOMAS  T.BARNES 

H.  A.  BARNES 


The  names  of  the  female  members  at  Bethlehem  Church,  State  of  North  Carolina, 
Cleveland  County,  as  taken  from  the  record  book  dated  1854  -  1880. 


FEMALES 


BELINDA  LOGAN 
ELISABETH  ALTON 
SUSANNAH  SPURLIN 
ELISABETH  HARMON 
NANCY  COLLINS 
MARIAH  LUTZ 
SARAH  SPURLIN 
ELISABETH  SPURLIN 
MARY  PATTERSON 
MARY  WATTERSON 
LUCY  ERLES 
SARAH  ERLES 
JAMIMA  ERLES 
MARTHYJARREL 
TELITHA  McCARTER 
FANNY  CAMP 
VIOLET  K.  M.  GOFORTH 
RUANNAH  HARMON 
TELITHA  ERLES 
HANNAH  BLALCOK 
NANCY  HARMON 
MARGARET  CAMP 
MARY  FOSTER 
ELIZABETH  FERGUSON 
MARY  HERNDON 
ELIZABETH  CRAIN 
KATHERINE  GRAIN 
REBECCA  CRAIN 
MARY  BLALOCK 
MARY  ANN  GOFORTH 
MARTHA  WILLIAMS 
ELIZABETH  HERNDON 
DULSENAH  ERLES 


JULY  ANN  GLADDEN 

ELIZABETH  V.  HOWEL 

ELIZABETH  COLLINS 

DRUSILLA,  A  COLORED  PERSON 

DULINCOBB 

PATSY  COBB 

FANNY  HOWEL 

MARY  HARMON 

MARCANEY  ANN  GLADDEN 

MARY  COBB 

JANE  HAYS 

ELIZABETH  HAYS 

LETA  ANN  McCARTHER 

SARAH  McCARTHER 

SARAH  J.  CAMP 

SYNTHY  JANE  PATTERSON 

MARGARET  PUTNAM 

CATHERINE  STONE 

CATHERINE  GIBBONS 

ELIZABETH  BRANTON 

SARAH  PATTERSON 

MALINDA  LOGAN 

SUSAN  ANN  BOADLEY 

CATHERINE  CULP 

ANNY  GARDNER 

DIDEEMA  LOGAN 

ESTER  LACKY 

MARTY  LACKY 

SUSAN  BOOKOUT 

ANGALINE  CARPENTER 

MARY  LACKY 

SARAH  COPLIN 

SARAH  BARBER 


SARAH  M.  GOFORTH 
SARAH  LACKY 
CELICIA  V.PATTERSON 
MARTHY  ANN  PATTERSON 
M.J.BARNES 
J.  A.  BARNES 
SARAH  ANN  HOUSER 
ELIZABETH  HERNDON 
SARAH  ANN  LOGAN 
DILDIAWARE 
NANCY  COBB 
MIRIAM  McCARTHER 
ELIZABETH  CAMP 
LIVENA  FERGUSON 
ELIZA  HERNDON 
ELIZA  ERLES 
SARAH  CRAIN 
DULSENACANIPE 
SOPHIA  ERLES 
ADVIL  DUNKIN 
LETHA  PATTERSON 
AGNESS  ERLES 
MARY  DILLINGHAM 
SINA  FOY 
LOUVINA  HOWEL 
NANCY  ELMORE 
MALISUS  KERR 
MARY  J.  JONES 
ELIZABETH  J.  T.  GOFORTH 
ELIZABETH  HOWEL 
FEBA  HAYS 
SARAH  E.  GLADDEN 
SYNTHY  S.  GLADDEN 


GRAVES  IN  OUR  FIRST  CHURCH  CEMETARY 


DORCAS  CLARK  -  AUGUST  18,  1873 


BETTY  M.  CAMP  -  JULY  23,  1855 


JOSEPH  K.  LOGAN  -  APRIL  18,  1827 


NANCY  A.  LOGAN  -  JUNE  5,  1864 


T0i 


JAMES  CLARK  -  AUGUST  12,  1850 


THE  FRAME  CHURCH 


On  the  thirteenth  day  of  February  in  1866, 
land  was  deeded  to  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church 
for  one  dollar  from  Dr.  Thomas  Williams  of 
Shelby.  The  deed  states  that  the  land,  which 
is  part  of  the  present  church  property,  was 
for  "the  purpose  of  erecting  on  and  continuing 
a  Baptist  church  of  like  faith  and  order  as  at 
present."  In  1869,  P.D.  Patterson  was  given  a 
contract  for  a  building  at  a  cost  of  $300.  It  is 
recorded  that  "The  brethren  erected  a  first 
class  wooden  structure  of  ample  dimensions 
to  seat  a  large  congregation."  In  1870,  W.  W. 
Dixon  and  his  wife  Nancy,  sold  four  acres  of 
land  adjoining  the  church  property  to  the 
congregation  for  $35. 
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According  to  church  records,  the  members  first  met  in  the  frame  building  on  April  8,  1871.  On 
the  following  day,  Sunday,  the  dedication  service  was  preached  by  Brother  P.R.  Elam  from 
Matthew  1:25.  Brother  Mullinax  closed  by  prayer.  After  a  reception,  Brother  G.M.  Webb  preached 
from  I  Kings  8:27.  The  church  clerk  supposed  there  were  about  one  thousand  persons  present. 

On  September  11,  1875  the  church  acquired  four  additional,  adjoining  acres  from  Dr.  Thomas 
Williams.  The  sum  of  $1.00  was  paid  to  Dr.  Williams  by  the  deacons  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church, 
George  Herndon,  R.N.  Patterson,  John  Barber,  T.W.  Harmon,  and  T.  Bell. 

On  Friday,  September  20,  1872,  the  Kings  Mountain  Baptist  Association  met  at  Bethlehem 
Baptist  Church.  (Bethlehem  had  previously  been  part  of  the  Broad  River  Association.)  The 
meeting  was  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  appearance  of  a  group  of  150  U.S.  Cavalrymen  who 
had  been  camping  on  the  Courthouse  Square  in  Shelby.  The  soldiers'  disorderly  conduct  caused 
such  excitement  that  the  Association  dispersed  without  a  formal  adjournment.  An  explanation  was 
given  that  the  cavalry  was  in  pursuit  of  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  which  they  suspected  might 
be  attending  the  services. 

While  the  church  was  housed  in  the  frame  building,  work  progressed.  As  shown  by  the 
following  records,  the  membership  supported  missions  at  all  levels:  local,  state,  home,  and 
foreign,  through  stewardship  of  time  and  money. 

July  9,  1876  ...  "taken  up  a  collection  for  missionary  purposes 

December,  1876  ...  "weather  very  cold  mad  up  money  to  by  a  stove" 

June  11,  1877  ...  "rained  all  day" 

November  20, 1882  ...  "Collection  for  Ministerial  Education  -  $6.85" 

March  17,  1883  ...  "Finance  Committee  Report  -  Pastor's  Salary,  $117.90  -  Associational  Missions, 
$2.85  -  State  Missions,  $2.65  -  Home  Missions,  $2.00  -  Foreign  Missions,  $3.10" 

May,  1883  ...  "Pastor  absent,  attending  Southern  Baptist  Convention" 

March  16,  1884  ...  "church  agreed  to  meet  at  2:00  on  Saturday  and  11:00  on  Sunday  of  the  third 
Sabbath  in  each  month" 


October  18,  1884 
of  a  church" 


"agreed  to  meet  at  Patterson  grove  in  November  to  assist  in  the  organization 


MAP  1886 


1910-  1930 


In  June  of  1910,  the  people  felt  that  it  was  time  to  build  a  baptismal  pool  and  dressing  rooms.  A 
committee,  composed  of  J. P.  Blalock,  J.T.  McDaniel,  and  B.G.  Logan,  began  working  to  accom- 
plish this  task.  A  place,  located  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  northwest  of  the  church  was  found  and 
the  work  began.  Two  months  later,  the  construction  of  the  pool  and  dressing  rooms  was  com- 
pleted. It  would  become  a  very  special  place  for  the  many  people  who  followed  Christ  through  the 
baptisimal  waters.  The  pool  remains  intact  today  at  the  end  of  Baptistry  Lane  in  the  Bethlehem 
Estates  development. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle  resigned  in  June  of  1910  after  several  years  of  leading  the  congregation  in  the 
Lord's  work.  He  would  return  several  years  later  to  again  lead  the  people  of  Bethlehem  as  their 
pastor. 

Business  continued  on  during  the  following  years.  Members  were  still  held  accountable  for  their 
behavior.  On  occassions,  members  were  called  in  for  being  drunk.  Members  were  also  contacted 
and  expected  to  have  valid  reasons  for  not  paying  their  share  of  the  church's  expenses.  Often,  the 
behavior  of  the  member  resulted  in  dismissal  from  the  church.  It  has  been  told  that  several  of  the 
members  requested  that  the  church  "bear  with  them"  as  they  dealt  with  their  drinking  problems. 

Rev.  D.  E.  Vipperman  was  called  as  pastor  in  1913.  Shortly  before  his  coming,  the  church  was 
privileged  to  ordain  one  of  its  own  to  the  ministry,  John  M.  Kester. 

The  ministry  at  the  church  continued  to  grow  and  be  a  "light"  in  the  community.  They  were 
meeting  for  preaching  one  Sunday  each  month,  and  every  three  months,  they  held  a  Saturday 
service. 

After  the  years  of  leadership  of  Rev.  Vipperman,  Rev.  Suttle  returned  for  a  short  while.  He  was 
followed  by  Rev.  R.C.  Campbell.  Upon  Rev.  Campbell's  decision  to  attend  seminary,  the  church 
called  Rev.  W.G.  Camp  to  be  their  pastor. 

Rev.  Camp  was  Bethlehem's  first  full-time  pastor.  He  was  paid  an  annual  salary  of  $1500.  He 
resigned  in  1923,  but  would  return  to  lead  the  people  again  in  1941.  It  was  during  his  second  time 
of  service  here  that  he  met  and  married  one  of  our  own,  Julia  McDaniel,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Thomas  McDaniel. 

The  membership  continued  to  grow  and  by  1922  the  total  membership  was  357.  Along  with  Rev. 
Camp,  Rev.  H.V.  Tanner,  and  Rev.  W.N.  Cook  continued  to  lead  the  members  in  spiritual  and 
physical  growth.  It  would  soon  become  time  for  the  members  to  begin  making  plans  for  a  new 
building  to  accomodate  the  church's  growth. 

In  1926,  Rev.  Cook  made  a  challenge  to  the  members:  to  the  landowners  -  he  requested  that 
they  set  aside  one  acre  of  land  for  cotton;  to  the  women  -  he  requested  that  each  one  raise  one 
dozen  chickens.  The  proceeds  from  these  two  endeavors  would  be  given  to  the  building  fund.  The 
ladies  also  used  their  sewing  talents  to  make  aprons  and  quilts  to  be  sold.  By  starting  with  one 
apron,  the  proceeds  were  used  to  purchase  additional  cloth  to  make  more.  By  reinvesting  the 
money  in  more  cloth,  many  aprons  were  sold,  bringing  in  some  seventy  dollars  for  the  fund.  Some 
six  hundred  dollars  was  made  from  the  sale  of  quilts.  One  special  quilt,  which  contained  auto- 
graphs that  were  sold  for  ten  cents  each,  sold  for  a  total  of  forty  dollars.  It  would  be  through 
these  types  of  challenges,  hard  work,  and  the  faith  of  its  members  that  the  present  building  would 
be  built  and  completed. 

In  February  of  1928,  plans  began  to  take  shape  for  the  new  building.  The  following  committees 
were  elected. 

BUILDING  COMMITTEE 
J. P.  Blalock,  Chairman 
R.B.  Dixon 
H.V.  Herndon 
W.D.  McDaniel 
B.G. Logan 
Piccola  Blalock 
Julia  McDaniel 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
T.D.  Blalock,  Chairman 
W.P.  Herndon 
C.S.  Dixon 
Mrs.  E.J.  Stewart 
Mrs.  J.D.  Watterson 

LABOR  COMMITTEE 
CO  Bookout,  Chairman 
J. A.  Dover 
J.I.  Hope 
Fate  Arrowood 
Russell  Etters 
B.P.  Dixon 
J. A.  Randle 
Hunter  Wells 
Ralph  Dover 
Will  Allen 
Theodore  Herndon 

The  committees  would  direct  all  phases  of  building  the  new  building.  The  church  was  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  C.J.  Black  at  the  time. 

The  community  and  the  members  worked  very  diligently  to  see  their  dream  completed.  Most  of 
the  work  was  done  by  the  members  themselves  —  even  the  lumber  was  from  community  logs  that 
were  hauled  by  horse  and  wagon  to  the  sawmill  which  was  set  up  near  the  building  site. 

Dr.  Black  gave  strong  guidance  both  physically  and  spiritually  during  this  very  special  time  in 
the  life  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church.  The  completion  in  1929  of  the  new  church  building  was 
certainly  a  true  labor  of  love  and  dedication  to  the  Lord's  work. 


THE  NEW  CHURCH  BUILT  IN  1929.  THE  OLD  WOOD 
FRAME  CHURCH  IS  VISIBLE  ON  THE  RIGHT. 
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WALTER  THEODORE  HERNDON 
&  GLENN  ETTERS 


1932  -  1933  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS  PICTURE 
FRONT   ROW   LEFT  TO   RIGHT:   ORIE   RANDLE,    MABLE 
LOGAN,  JULIA  McDANIEL,  ,   EVELYN   DIXON 

HERNDON,  LEONA  McDANIEL.  SECOND  ROW:  LETHA 
BLALOCK  MORRIS,  NINA  HERNDON,  FLORA  BOOKOUT 
YARBRO,  GLADYS  BLALOCK  WRIGHT,  CLOE  McGINNIS, 
BONNIE  McGINNIS  MATTHEWS,  .  LAST  ROW: 

LEXIE    HERNDON    DOVER, 

ALVERTA   McDANIEL,  ,    ALMA    BRIDGES, 

,  PICCOLA  BLALOCK. 
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FLOYD  NOVELLA  &  LEXIE  HERNDON 


HOYLE  McDANIEL 


HISTORY  OF  OUR  CHURCH  FROM  1931-1960 


Our  church  history  in  the  nineteen  thirties  was  not  a  period  marked  by  big  events  or  outstanding 
progress.  However,  it  was  a  period  of  hard  times,  when  the  faith  of  church  members  was  tested. 

In  nineteen  twenty-nine  a  new  church  building  was  completed,  at  a  cost  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  About  that  time,  most  of  the  banks  in  the  country  foreclosed  and  most  of  the  members 
lost  their  savings.  We  were  in  what  is  known  as  The  Depression  years. 

The  church  was  deep  in  debt,  and  there  was  no  money  in  circulation  and  none  to  be  had.  This 
brought  about  hardship,  a  debt  to  pay  and  no  means  to  pay. 

Through  the  years,  the  members  resorted  to  all  kinds  of  methods  and  plans  to  raise  money. 

At  this  time,  about  ninety-five  percent  of  the  church  members  earned  a  living  from  the  soil, 
which  brought  in  little  money.  It  was  a  time  when  the  church  members  wanted  to  accomplish 
something  in  a  material  way,  but  couldn't.  Yet  the  church  did  make  some  numerical  and  spiritual 
growth. 

From  church  records,  we  find  that  baptisms  and  new  members  were  on  the  rise  that  year,  and 
so  was  Sunday  School  growth. 

From  1932-1934,  the  Sunday  School  was  recognized  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  as  a  Standard 
school,  which  was  an  outstanding  achievement. 

In  1937,  an  original  oil  painting  by  Gracie  Halsted  was  commissioned  for  the  baptistry.  This 
painting  was  moved  to  the  chapel  downstairs  in  1960. 

On  November  30,  1941,  the  church  was  dedicated.  This  was  a  time  of  celebration  and  praise. 
The  Lord's  church  was  free  of  debt.  The  Rev.  John  W.  Suttle  of  Shelby,  moderator  of  the  Kings 
Mountain  Association  and  a  former  pastor  of  the  church,  preached  the  dedicatory  service.  After 
the  noon  meal  on  the  grounds,  Rev.  W.  N.  Cook  of  Webster,  N.C.,  spoke  to  the  congregation.  Rev. 
W.  G.  Camp  was  then  pastor  of  the  church. 

Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  celebrated  her  hundredth  birthday  on  Sunday,  July  19,  1945.  Rev.  W. 
G.  Camp,  then  pastor,  Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle,  Rev.  C.  D.  Brown,  and  Dr.  Zeno  Wall  were  speakers. 
Musical  selections  were  presented  by  Juanita  McSwain  (Mrs.  Ben  Goforth)  and  the  George  Dover 
Quartet. 

The  forties  were  good  years  for  the  church.  A  new  generation  of  leadership  was  coming  on  the 
scene.  Some  growth  was  evident  in  many  areas  of  the  church  until  World  War  II,  which  changed 
the  thinking  and  outlook  of  most  people.  By  the  War's  end,  all  of  the  young  men  were  in  military 
service.  After  the  war  the  church  moved  into  a  new  era  of  leadership,  ideas,  and  plans  used  to 
start  new  things  which  proved  to  be  beneficial  to  the  church  a  few  years  later. 

Then  the  church  moved  into  a  new  decade.  The  fifties  were  some  of  the  best  years  in  the 
church's  history. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  Rev.  T.  W.  Fogelman  in  December,  1951,  the  church  voted  to  go  to  a 
full-time  program.  During  1952  the  church  voted  to  build  a  pastor's  home.  This  was  done  mostly 
with  free  labor  and  donated  materials. 

In  December,  1952,  Rev.  R.  E.  Robbins,  assumed  his  duties.  During  these  years  a  unified  budget 
was  adopted,  a  system  of  rotating  deacons  was  begun,  and  Training  Union  was  organized.  After  a 
lapse  of  several  years,  training  of  Sunday  School  and  church  leaders  was  promoted,  which  helped 
the  church  to  have  quality  leadership. 

In  1954,  the  Sunday  School  had  outgrown  its  facilities.  Previously  the  church  had  approved  a 
long-range  building  plan  and  the  first  unit  of  the  plan  was  completed  that  year. 

During  this  time  Sunday  School  enrollment  had  reached  three  hundred  forty,  the  highest  in  the 
church's  history.  In  1957  the  Sunday  School  again  reached  and  maintained  the  Standard  of 
Excellence  for  four  years. 

As  we  entered  the  sixties,  the  economy  of  the  country  was  on  the  rise  and  so  was  church 
finances. 

The  Scripture  commands  us  to  spread  the  Word,  and  for  many  years  the  church  has  responded 
well  to  all  mission  causes.  In  looking  back  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  we  see  that  those 
who  have  gone  before  have  given  unselfishly.  We  have  a  great  and  wonderful  heritage  which  we 
should  appreciate.  So  we  must  realize  that  it  is  our  duty  to  pass  on  a  great  church  to  those  who 
will  follow. 
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PAINTING  FOR  BAPTISTERY  -  1937 
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PICTURE  FROM  BAPTISTERY  BEFORE  REMODELING. 


LEE  AND  EVA  McCURRY 
McDANIEL 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  BONNER  McSWAIN 

NANCY  BYRD  McSWAIN 

PRATT  FULTON  HERNDON 

WALTER  ANTHONY  HERNDON 


EVA,  DOUGLAS  AND  LEE  McDANIEL 


BACK  ROW:  ROB  McDANIEL,  HAL  MORRIS,  MAG  DIXON. 

SECOND  ROW:  GLADYS  B.  WRIGHT,  LETHA  B.  MORRIS, 

LALYAGE  B.  HORD  -  IN  ARM  KATIE  BELLE  HORD,  ARA 

BLALOCK  MARSHALL,  ROY  DIXON 


Left  to  Right:  PRATT  FULTON 
HERNDON,  LOTTIE  RANDALL 
BLALOCK,  EMMA  HERNDON 
BLALOCK. 


MRS.  KISSIA  McDANIEL 


LEE  AND  EVA  McDANIEL 

MAMIE  DIXON  BELL 
MARY  DIXON  HOWELL 


Front  Row:  (Left  to  Right)  Maggie  Blalock 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Curtis  Dixon,  Annie  Dixon 
McDaniel,  Novella  Randall  Herndon.  2nd 
Row:  Edna  Herndon,  Cora  Moss  Hayes, 
Minnie  Herndon,  Ann  Dixon  Blackburn, 
Ethel  Blalock  Yarbro.  3rd  Row:  Clemitine 
Pheagin,  Pearl  Herndon,  Brownie 
Whisnant,  Sarah  Dixon  Howell,  Coleen 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Rae  Allen. 
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MR.  &  MRS.  WILL  ALLEN 


Left  to  Right:  GRACE  ALLEN 
TALBERT,  SELMA  ALLEN 
CRAWFORD,  WILL  ALLEN,  AURILLIA 
RAE  DOVER  ALLEN,  EVELYN  ALLEN 
EDWARDS  AND  GENE  ALLEN. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CURTIS  DIXON 
WEDDING  PICTURE 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CURTIS  DIXON 
50TH  ANNIVERSARY 


CLASS  OF  1934-1935 
FRONT  ROW:  ELIZABETH  RANDLE,  GOLDIE  DIXON,  JEAN 
HERNDON,  THELMA  HERNDON,  EVELYN  ALLEN.  SECOND 
ROW:  JEANETTE  McSWAIN,  MARY  SUE  HERNDON, 
JOSEPHINE  McDANIEL,  BUETTA  ARROWOOD,  ELOISE 
BOOKOUT,  MARY  LOU  PROCTOR,  IRENE  DIXON.  BACK 
ROW:  MAJEL  STEWART,  RUTH  PATTERSON,  LULA  PHEAGIN. 


MR.    D.F.    HORD,   SR.   &   REV.   C.J. 
BLACK  IN  1933 


CLASS  OF  1934 -1935 

FRONT  ROW:  ELDRED  PATTERSON,  VERNON  BOOKOUT,  J.T.  PHEAGIN,  BUFORD  HUMPHRIES, 

MARION  DIXON.  SECOND  ROW:  ROY  DIXON,  JACK  HARDIN,  CLYDE  McDANIEL,  HAL  ALLEN, 

BROADUS  HERNDON,  BASIL  DIXON,  EUGENE  ALLEN.  TEACHER:  MRS.  ALICE  HERNDON. 
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FRONT  ROW:  HELEN  FITCH,  BONNIE  FITCH,  NELL  DIXON,  JUANITA  McSWAIN,  ETHEL  DIXON. 

SECOND   ROW:   MARY   DIXON,    LOU   SUE   HOPE,   GLADYS   PHEAGIN,   CARRIE   YARBROUGH, 

GENEVA  RANDLE.  STANDING:  MISS  NINA  HERNDON. 
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HERNDON  REUNION  AT  BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH  1937  -  1938 


Bethlehem   Baptist 
Church 


Dedication   Service 


November    30,   1941 


Progr 


am 


Sunday    School    9:45   A.    M. 

Dedicatory   Service    11:00    A.    M. 

Song:     No.    200 — "Come    Thou    Almighty    King" 

Song:     No.    299 — "On    Jordan's    Stormy    Banks" 

Scripture    Reading    Rev.   »W.    G.    Camp 

Prayer     Rev.    W.    G.     Rhinehart 

Special    Music 

Talk     Rev.    W.    N.    Cook 

Financial    Report J.    C.    Randle 

Song:    No.   228 — "Faith    of  Our    Fathers" 
Special    Music 

Dedication    Sermon    Rev.   J.    W.    Suttle 

Dedicatory    Prayer 

Dinner    12:30    P.    M. 

Song    Service    1:30   P.    M. 

Special     Music 

Sermon    1:45   P.    M Rev.   W.   N.  Cook 


IKtnp  Utomttattt,  N.  GL 


1842-1942 


Centennial  Program 


Pastor Rev.  W.  G.  Camp 

Superintendent  of  Sunday  School E.  L.  McDaniel 
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1954  WEDDING  OF  HELEN  MORRIS  AND  BILL  McDANIEL.  FIRST  ROW  LEFT  TO  RIGHT  -  NAAMAN  McDANIEL, 

HELEN  MORRIS  McDANIEL,  BILL  McDANIEL,  SIDNEY  DIXON.  SECOND  ROW:  GENE  CARPENTER,  R.E.  ROBBINS 

AND  JACK  LAIL.  THIS  IS  THE  CHURCH  SANCTUARY  BEFORE  IT  WAS  REMODELED. 


EASTER  SUNDAY  1957 
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MADE  AT  BACK  OF  CHURCH  BEFORE 

EDUCATION  BUILDING  WAS  ADDED 

RIGHT  TO  LEFT:  DAVID  RANDALL,  SUSAN 

BLACKWOOD,  SHERRY  REYNOLDS,  SARAH 

SMITH. 


MRS.  CHARLES  SPEARMAN  AND  CLASS 
DAVID  RANDALL,  SUSAN  BLACKWOOD, 
SARAH  SMITH,  SHERRY  REYNOLDS. 


EDITH  REYNOLDS  AND  CLASS 


BETTY  HOWELL  AND  CLASS 


HISTORY  OF  OUR  CHURCH  FROM  1960  -  1992 


From  the  minutes  of  the  church. 

February  14,  1960  -  at  a  special  called  church  conference  church  voted  to  award  building  contract 
to  Mr.  W.  G.  Holland  who's  bid  was  $36,300.  to  remodel  sanctuary  and  basement. 

February  21,  1960  -  church  voted  unanimously  to  adopt  a  new  constitution  and  articles  of  faith. 

April  6,  1960  -  church  voted  to  purchase  following  church  furniture  from  Carriker  Furniture 
Company  of  Monroe,  N.C.  for  $5,380.40: 

24  pews  13'6"  long  82  envelope  &  pencil  holders 

10  pews  12' long  Pulpit  set  (9  pieces) 

44  bookracks  30  opera  chairs 

16bookracks  100  Samson  folding  chairs. 

January  15,  1961  -  church  will  have  a  "roll  call"  for  church  membership.  The  church  members 
who  are  inactive,  non-resident  or  have  not  been  in  contact  with  the  church  for  several  years  will 
be  contacted.  Further  plans  will  be  announced  later  as  to  the  process  of  the  "roll  call". 

April  9,  1961  -  Rev.  Norman  Brown  resigned  his  pastorate  at  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  to  become 
pastor  of  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Shelby  effective  5-28-61. 

September  10,  1961  -  at  a  special  conference  during  morning  worship  service  church  voted  by 
secret  ballot  to  extend  call  to  the  Rev.  Donald  F.  Callahan  to  serve  as  pastor.  (Date  to  be  effective 
not  shown  -  Rev.  Callahan  first  church  conference  was  on  11-1-61.) 

December  6,  1961  -  church  voted  to  change  business  meeting  to  2nd  Wednesday  of  month  this 
change  made  in  constiturion  by  recommendation  of  Deacons. 

August  8,  1961  -  church  voted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Deacons  to  change  rotation  of 
deacons  from  1  year  to  2  years  before  re-election  can  be  made  to  board  of  deacons.  The  deacons 
recommended  to  church  that  auditorium  and  chapel  be  air-conditioned  and  that  the  job  be 
contracted  to  the  lowest  bidder  not  later  than  March,  1963,  and  an  air-conditioning  fund  be 
started. 

July  10,  1961  -  at  church  conference  Rev.  Callahan  said  church  had  received  letter  from  D.  W.  W. 
Washburn  in  regards  to  having  church  minutes  microfilmed  as  there  was  no  charge  for  this  - 
church  plans  to  have  this  done  if  possible  in  Cleveland  County. 

September  29, 1963  -  Rev.  Donald  F.  Callahan  resigned  from  church  as  pastor  effective  10-27-63. 

October  9,  1963  -  church  voted  to  sell  Mr.  Carl  McGinnis  25'  x  140'  of  land  adjoining  his  property 
and  church  property  for  $100. 

July  26,  1964  -  at  11:00  am  service  church  voted  to  use  ground  level  markers  in  the  new  section  of 
the  cemetary. 

August  12,  1964  -  Paul  Lancaster,  Charles  A.  Spearman,  Rev.  James  Wilder  &  Mrs.  Eddie  Yarbro 
were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  see  into  the  revision  of  the  By-Laws.  The  revised  constitution 
was  presented  to  church  on  9-16-64  and  was  approved  as  presented. 

September  16,  1964  -  church  voted  to  employ  full  time  custodian  at  a  salary  not  to  exceed  $50.00 
per  week.  The  custodian's  duties  shall  be  outlined  by  Chairman  of  Building  &  Grounds,  and 
custodian  shall  be  responsible  to  chairman. 

April  14,  1965  -  church  voted  to  make  following  repairs  at  parsonage  -  closing  in  the  screened  in 
porch  for  a  den,  construction  of  a  double  carport  and  storage  room. 


June  16,  1965  -  church  voted  to  erect  hand  rails  at  the  steps  in  the  chapel  and  on  the  walkways. 

July  18,  1965  -  church  voted  to  call  Rev.  James  F.  Graham  as  pastor  -  a  reception  welcoming  Rev. 
&  Mrs.  James  Graham  was  given  Friday,  August  13,  1965. 

October  20,  1965  -  church  voted  to  pave  parking  area  at  a  cost  of  $2,000. 

December  8,  1965  -  church  voted  to  place  a  wrought  iron  rail  around  the  church  porch  and  down 
the  steps;  to  pave  parsonage  driveway  and  a  three  foot  wide  walkway  from  parsonage  to  church. 

February  9,  1966  -  church  voted  to  change  date  of  Lord's  Supper  to  the  first  Sunday  in  each 
quarter  and  change  date  of  deacons  meeting  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month. 

August  10,  1966  -  church  voted  to  change  the  constitution  in  order  to  elect  a  church  clerk. 

April  2,  1967  -  Rev.  James  Graham  resigned  as  pastor  to  be  effective  April  30,  1967.  Deacons 
recommended  to  church  to  give  Rev.  Graham  2  weeks  paid  vacation  and  two  additional  weeks 
salary  -  the  resignation  to  be  effective  today  -  April  2,  1967. 

April  12,  1967  -  church  voted  to  have  3  men  and  2  ladies  as  pulpit  committee. 

June  4,  1967  -  church  voted  to  air-condition  Educational  Building. 

June  (no  date)  1968  -  at  special  church  conference  called  during  morning  worship  -  a  call  was 
extended  to  Rev.  Russell  Fitts  to  become  pastor;  vote  114  for  9  opposed. 

August  14,  1968  -  at  regular  church  conference  church  voted  to  pave  18  ft  driveway  back  to  paved 
parking  area  the  length  of  trees  (measurement  of  the  area  to  be  paved  18'  x  118';  68'  x  128'). 

March  30,  1969  -  special  conference  called  -  sidewalks  poured  -  one  to  connect  the  rear  parking 
lot  to  south  side  door  and  the  other  to  connect  the  driveway  to  the  north  side  door  (cost  $145.00). 

Homecoming  -  August  4,  1969  -  church  building  (sanctuary,  two  wings  &  educational  building) 
dedicated  -  celebrating  $50,000.  Bond  indebtedness  had  been  paid. 

Dr.  Robert  Lamb,  Gardner  Webb  College  -  began  working  with  our  youth  on  March  1,  1970. 

May  13,  1970  -  church  gave  $100.00  to  Gardner  Webb  College  to  be  applied  to  Mike  Remy's 
tuition.  Also,  gave  $45.00  to  KM  Association  to  be  applied  to  funds  for  making  an  Associational 
History. 

Sunday  -  July  19,  1970  -  church  voted  to  dispose  of  pews  in  chapel  and  replace  with  folding 
chairs. 

October  4,  1970  -  Bill  Harrill  -  student  at  Gardner  Webb  College  employed  to  assist  youth 
committee  in  the  music  and  educational  programs  of  the  church. 

January  31,  1971  -  church  approved  "Church  Approval  of  Student  Applying  for  Admission  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary,  Louisville,  Kentucky"  for  Bill  Harrill. 

April  21,  1971  -  voted  to  purchase  a  new  piano  for  sanctuary  -  a  new  Yamaha  Grand  Piano  cost 
$1200.  was  delivered  on  May  18,  1971. 

May  12,  1971  -  church  voted  to  mark  plots  in  cemetary  with  white  bricks. 

June  16,  1971  -  called  conference  church  voted  to  have  a  census  of  church  area  headed  by  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Dwight  Ledbetter.  Community  census  taken  on  Sunday,  July  25,  1971. 

April  18,  1972  -  church  voted  to  purchase  a  new  furnace  and  air-conditioning  for  chapel  and 
sanctuary. 


October  1,  1972  -  a  bus  ministry  was  started. 

January  17,  1973  -  church  purchased  a  16  passenger  Ford  Club  Wagon  at  a  price  of  $4,496.56. 

January  31,  1973  -  church  voted  to  purchase  new  carpet  for  sanctuary,  choir  loft,  balcony  steps, 
balcony,  steps  leading  down  to  the  chapel  at  a  cost  of  $3200. 

September  12, 1973  -  church  voted  to  buy  new  choir  robes. 

October  9,  1973  -  church  voted  to  carpet  Youth  II  Department. 

October  28,  1973  -  at  call  conference  on  Sunday  morning  -  church  voted  to  grant  license  to 
preach  to  Jerome  Cash. 

November  12,  1973  -  church  voted  to  paint  outside  of  church  at  a  cost  of  $725.  -  1  coat  or  $1,450. 
-  2  coats. 

November  18,  1973  -  on  recommendation  of  Personnel  Committee  church  voted  to  call  Rev.  Jerry 
Laughter  as  Minister  of  Education  &  Music  and  Associate  Pastor.  Call  accepted  by  Rev.  Laughter 
and  he  came  on  January  1,  1974. 

February  13,  1974  -  church  voted  to  employ  church  secretary  as  full  time  rather  than  part  time. 

March  10,  1974  -  church  voted  to  purchase  an  off-set  machine,  plate  maker  and  folding  machine 
at  a  cost  of  $3,400. 

May  15,  1974  -  church  voted  to  give  Deacons  authority  to  act  as  trustees  and  sign  right-of-way 
paper  for  a  paved  road  beside  Fellowship  Center. 

August  14,  1974  -  church  voted  to  give  $500.  toward  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  at  Western  Carolina 
Center  in  Morganton  for  retarded  and  underprivileged  children. 

August  25,  1974  -  church  voted  to  purchase  electric  address  machine  and  plates. 

March  12,  1975  -  church  voted  to  make  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  to  church  including 
sidewalks  from  back  parking  lot  to  right  door  of  Educational  Building. 

July  20,  1975  -  Rev.  Jerry  Laughter  resigned  as  Associate  Pastor  effective  August  20,  1975. 

November  2,  1975  -  church  voted  to  extend  call  to  Vernon  Frank  to  come  as  Minister  of  Music  and 
Education. 

November  12,  1975  -  First  Financial  Advisory  Committee  elected;  Nancy  Seism  -  3  years;  Miles 
Seism  -  2  years;  Letha  Morris  - 1  year. 

February  18,  1976  -  Church  voted  to  have  a  Church  Pictorial  Directory  made. 

August  22,  1976  -  church  voted  to  paint  sanctuary  at  a  cost  of  $1905.;  purchase  100  chairs  for 
chapel  at  $2065.;  purchase  cushions  for  sanctuary  pews  at  a  cost  of  $2,086. 

October  17,  1976  -  at  a  special  called  conference  church  voted  to  purchase  the  tract  of  land  from 
Fellowship  Center  to  the  new  house  (Newtons)  on  the  road  front  (2  lots)  at  a  cost  of  $4500. 

February  13,  1977  -  church  voted  on  the  recommendation  of  deacons  (1)  to  purchase  Ronnie 
Tignor  house  and  approximately  6.25  acres  of  land  for  $41,500.  (This  land  joins  the  two  lots 
recently  purchased  by  the  church.  It  also  joins  the  Fellowship  Center  property.)  (2)  That  the 
church  offer  for  sale  the  Tignor  house  and  lot  containing  approximately  .72  acres  of  land.  (3)  That 
the  church  obtain  a  loan  to  make  this  purchase  at  an  interest  rate  not  to  exceed  9%.  (4)  That  the 
church  retain  the  remainder  of  the  property  (approximately  5.5  acres)  for  future  needs  of  the 
church.  (5)  That  the  Tignor  house  be  resold  by  sealed  bids  with  a  minimum  bid  of  $32,000.  -  bids 
to  be  received  with  a  retainer  of  $500.  between  Monday,  February  14th  and  12:00  Noon,  March 
5th.  Bids  to  be  opened  at  1:00  PM  March  5th. 


April  17,  1977  -  church  voted  on  recommendation  of  deacons  -  to  authorize  Board  of  Deacons 
and  Property  Committee  to  sell  Ronnie  Tignor  house  &  lot  (.72  acre)  at  the  best  possible  price 
obtainable. 

November  9,  1977  -  church  voted  to  carpet  the  landings  inside  the  doors  to  the  Educational 
Building  and  a  portion  of  hallway  at  bottom  of  stairs. 

December  11, 1977  -  Vernon  Frank  was  terminated  as  Minister  of  Music  and  Education. 

January  11,  1978  -  $600.00  given  to  church  for  a  special  Cemetery  Fund. 

April  1,  1978  -  Rev.  Russell  Fitts  resigned  as  pastor  effective  April  26,  1978. 

October  8,  1980  -  a  ramp  with  railing  for  the  handicapped  was  financed  by  memorial  gifts. 

November  30,  1980  -  church  voted  to  accept  a  bid  from  Randle  Brothers  to  rough  grade  a  ball 
field  on  the  church  property  for  a  price  not  to  exceed  $3500. 

April  15,  1981  -  Educational  Building  re-roofed  by  Childers  Roofing  &  Heating  for  $4,348. 

June  21,  1981  -  church  voted  to  call  Neal  &  Carolyn  Efird  as  Minister  of  Education  and  as  Minister 
of  Music  respectively. 

June  9,  1982  -  church  voted  to  have  Church  Pictorial  Directory  made.  The  deacons  announced 
plans  will  be  made  for  a  program  commemorating  140th  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  church 
-nothing  more  in  minutes  about  this. 

Sunday  -  January  1,  1984  -  Neil  and  Carolyn  Efird  resigned  as  Minister  of  Music  and  Minister  of 
Education  for  Neil  to  accept  call  from  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church  in  Rutherford,  N.C.,  as 
pastor. 

January  8,  1984  -  Rev.  Samuel  Murphy  resigned  effective  February  5th,  to  accept  call  from  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Bessemer  City,  N.C. 

Rev.  Roland  Leath  to  be  interim  pastor  effective  February  12,  1984. 

Sunday  January  29,  1984  -  Rusty  Morrison  to  serve  as  interim  Minister  of  Music. 

January  30,  1984  -  church  voted  to  license  Neil  Efird  to  preach  -  license  to  be  completed  and  Neil 
to  be  ordained  at  a  later  date  at  church  of  his  choice. 

Wednesday  -  June  13,  1984  -  church  voted  to  have  book  about  history  of  stained  glass  windows  in 
church  published.  Mrs.  Letha  Morris,  Mrs.  Nell  Lowery,  Mrs.  Flora  Ledford  to  gather  information 
for  the  book. 

Sunday  -  July  29,  1984  -  church  voted  to  extend  call  to  Rev.  Ed  Sessom  to  be  pastor  of  church  to 
begin  last  Sunday  in  September. 

Sunday  -  August  11,  1985  church  voted  on  recommendation  of  Personel  Committee  to  call  Rod 
Mauney  as  Minister  of  Music  and  Education  effective  10-6-85. 

Wednesday  -  February  12,  1986  church  voted  to  purchase  a  Tandy  1000  Computer. 

Sunday  -  May  18,  1986  -  church  voted  to  hire  Rusty  Morrison  as  Summer  Youth  Counselor  for  a 
period  of  17  weeks  beginning  5-19-86. 

Sunday  -  September  14,  1986  -  Rusty  Morrison  resigned  as  Student  Youth  Advisor  effective 
10-30-86. 

Sunday  -  November  16,  1986  -  Rev.  Ed  Sessom  resigned  as  pastor  effective  1-31-87. 


Wednesday  -  December  10,  1986  -  church  voted  to  enter  into  the  Associate  Membership  Plan 
(associate  Membership  will  be  granted  to  any  college  student  with  the  approval  of  the  church  - 
this  membership  will  allow  such  members  to  vote  and  participate  in  the  mission  organizations, 
Sunday  School,  Training  Union,  Youth  Activities  and  Music.) 

Sunday  -  January  18,  1987  -  church  voted  to  call  Dr.  Garland  Hendricks  as  Interim  Pastor. 

Sunday  -  March  15,  1987  -  church  voted  to  purchase  a  new  van  from  Wade  Ford  costing 
$15,736.49  after  $1500.  trade-in  allowance  for  the  old  van. 

Sunday  -  May  10,  1987  church  voted  to  call  Dr.  Randy  Gardner  as  pastor  to  be  effective  June  21, 
1987. 

Wednesday  -  May  13,  1987  -  church  voted  to  authorize  caretaker  to  remove  all  seasonal  flowers 
from  church  cemetery  one  month  after  the  season  has  ended  and  to  remove  all  funeral  type, 
discardable  flowers  10  days  after  funeral  service.  Church  also  voted  to  have  an  installation  service 
on  June  21,  1987,  for  Dr.  Randy  Gardner. 

Sunday  -  May  17,  1987  -  church  voted  to  hire  Amy  Cawood  as  Summer  Youth  Worker. 

Sunday  -  May  11,  1987  -  church  voted  to  employ  Mildred  Panther  as  church  secretary  effective 
June  1,  1987. 

Wednesday  -  January  13,  1988  -  church  voted  to  update  computer  by  adding  a  hard  disc  and 
printer. 

Wednesday  -  February  10,  1988  -  church  voted  to  purchase  a  sound  system  at  a  $6,833.46  cost. 

Wednesday  -  May  11,  1988  -  church  voted  to  cancel  PM  service  first  Sunday  of  June,  July,  August 
and  September  to  allow  families  time  together.  Church  voted  to  employ  Kelly  Childers  as  Summer 
Youth  Worker  to  begin  5-29-88  for  10  weeks. 

Sunday  -  May  22,  1988  church  voted  to  join  the  Christian  Service  Organization  at  Gardner  Webb 
College.  After  $5000  is  given  over  a  three  year  period  the  church  will  become  a  life-time  member 
of  the  organization.  A  representative  from  Bethlehem  will  serve  with  the  organization  at  Gardner 
Webb.  Funds  will  go  to  educate  students  entering  full-time  Christian  service.  The  church  to  give 
$2000  per  year  for  next  three  years. 

Wednesday  -  September  14,  1988  -  church  voted  to  purchase  at  a  cost  of  $2000  +  installation  an 
icemaker. 

Wednesday  -  October  12,  1988  -  church  voted  to  approve  a  Master  Building  Committee  of 
following  -  Bill  McDaniel,  Tim  Echols,  Hilda  Kiser,  Ray  Herndon,  Doug  McDaniel,  Boyd  Howell 
and  Nancy  Seism. 

Sunday  -  November  6,  1988  -  church  voted  to  employ  Charles  (Charlie)  Owen  as  Youth  Worker. 

Wednesday  -  December  14,  1988  -  church  voted  following  people  on  Organ  Committee  -  Frances 
Lail,  Beth  McDaniel,  Lamar  Herndon,  Lynn  Echols  and  Rod  Mauney. 

Wednesday  -  June  14,  1989  -  church  voted  to  purchase  a  new  cook  stove  for  kitchen,  new  copier 
and  old  copier  to  be  used  by  Sunday  School. 

Sunday  -  September  17,  1989  -  church  voted  to  employ  Delores  White  as  church  secretary 
effective  10-9-89. 

Sunday  -  October  8,  1989  -  a  presentation  of  the  proposed  fellowship  building  was  presented  by 
the  Master  Building  Plan  Committee  -  the  church  voted  to  start  a  building  fund  for  future  needs. 

Sunday  -  October  15,  1989  -  church  voted  to  adopt  plans  as  presented  on  October  8th  by  Master 
Building  Plan  Committee. 


Wednesday  -  November  8,  1989  a  committee  of  following  was  formed  to  revise  and  update 
existing  church  constitution  -  Charlotte  Seism,  Hilda  Kiser,  Tim  Echols,  Bob  Hullender,  Bill 
McDaniel,  Rod  Mauney  and  Randy  Gardner. 

Sunday  -  December  17,  1989  -  Charlie  Owen  resigned  as  Youth  Minister. 

Sunday  -  January  21,  1990  -  church  voted  to  replace  ceiling  tiles  in  sanctuary,  choir  loft,  vestibule 
and  wings  and  insulate  sanctuary  at  a  cost  of  $5637.50  by  W  &  W  Const. 

Wednesday  -  February  14,  1990  -  church  voted  for  Deacons  Family  Ministry.  A  Building  Finance 
Committee  was  approved  of  following:  Jack  Lail,  Flora  Lee  Yarbro,  Rodger  McDaniel,  Dewayne 
Caldwell  and  Beth  McDaniel  with  2  alternates  to  be  named  at  a  later  date. 

Sunday  -  February  25,  1990  -  Dr.  Randy  Gardner  resigned  as  pastor  effective  3-14-90. 

Wednesday  -  March  14,  1990  -  Charles  Herndon  and  Nancy  Seism  were  named  as  alternates  on 
Building  Finance  Committee.  Church  has  moved  checking  accounting  to  Home  Federal  Savings 
Bank. 

Sunday  -  March  25,  1990  -  church  called  Rev.  Fred  Mauney  as  interim  pastor.  David  Magnet  was 
called  as  Youth  Minister  to  begin  on  April  15,  1990. 

Wednesday  -  April  11,  1990  -  church  voted  to  amend  budget  to  calendar  year  instead  of  church 
year.  On  recommendation  of  Organ  Committee  church  voted  to  purchase  a  D-912  Baldwin  Organ 
with  Sound  Module  at  a  cost  of  $12,900,  less  $1,200  trade-in  for  present  organ. 

Wednesday  -  May  9,  1990  -  church  voted  to  place  all  undesignated  memorials  in  Building  Fund. 

Wednesday  -  September  12,  1990  -  church  voted  to  remove  seats  from  choir  loft  and  purchase  45 
chairs  using  funds  from  excess  in  Organ  Fund.  Church  also  voted  to  purchase  an  additional 
computer. 

Wednesday  -  March  13,  1991  -  church  voted  to  establish  a  scholarship  in  the  church's  name  at 
Gardner  Webb  College.  After  a  $10,000  donation  has  been  made  a  scholarship  can  be  established 
-  church  has  already  contributed  $6,000. 

Wednesday  -  May  8,  1991  -  church  voted  to  form  150th  Anniversary  Committee  to  make  plans  for 
150th  Anniversary  on  July  16,  1992. 

Sunday  -  May  19,  1991  -  church  voted  to  call  Rev.  Harold  Beam  as  pastor  -  first  sermon  on  June 
23,  1991. 

Wednesday  -  June  12,  1991  -  church  voted  to  paint  sanctuary,  outside  of  church  including 
windows  on  Educational  Building  and  install  siding  on  porch  ceiling  at  a  cost  of  $6065,  by 
Callahan  Painting.  New  copier  to  be  purchased  for  Sunday  School.  The  150th  Anniversary 
Committee  and  Deacons  recommend  church  publish  a  book  detailing  history  of  church. 

Wednesday  -  August  14,  1991  -  church  voted  to  paint  Sunday  School  rooms,  chapel  area,  storage 
room  and  all  hallways  at  a  cost  of  $7,430. 

Sunday  -  October  27,  1991  -  church  voted  to  employ  Leslie  Whitney  as  Youth  Minister. 

Wednesday  -  December  11,  1991  -  church  voted  to  purchase  new  carpet  for  sanctuary,  vestibule, 
balcony,  choir  loft,  stairwells  and  hallways  at  a  cost  of  $13,550.  from  Whaley  Carpet  &  Tile. 

Wednesday  -  February  13,  1992  -  church  voted  to  purchase  carpet  for  5  Sunday  School  classes  at 
a  cost  of  $5,994.14  from  Whaley  Carpet  &  Tile. 

Wednesday  -  March  11,  1992  -  church  voted  to  purchase  new  cushions  for  pews  from  Church 
Interiors  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.  this  also  includes  covering  pulpit  chairs. 

This  information  was  taken  from  the  minutes  of  church  conferences  from  January  1960  until 
March  11,  1992. 


PASTORAL  LEADERSHIP 

Elder  R.  P.  Logan  -  1842  to  1845 
Elder  Tom  Dixon  -  1845  to  1847 
Elder  W.  B.  Padgett  - 1848  to  1849 
Elder  B.  E.  Rollins- 1850 
Elder  R.  P.  Logan  - 1851  to  1852 
Elder  A.  Jacob  Cansler  -  1852  to  1856 
Elder  Wade  Hill  -  1856  to  1857 
Elder  R.  P.  Logan  -  1858  to  1865 
Elder  A.  A.  McSwain  - 1865  to  1867 
Elder  P.  R.  Elam  -  1868  to  1880 
Elder  G.  P.  Hamrick  - 1881  to  1884 
Elder  P.  R.  Elam -1885 
Rev.  J.  M.  Bridges  - 1886  to  1888 
Elder  P.  R.  Elam  -  1889  to  1890 
Rev.  G.  M.Webb -1891 
Rev.  P.  G.  Hopper-  1892 
Rev.  E.  B.  McSwain  -  1893 
Rev.  G.  M.  Webb  -  1894  to  1896 
Rev.  R.  L.  Li m rick  -  1897  to  1899 
Rev.  A.  M.  Ross -1900 
Rev.  A.  H.  Sims  - 1901  to  1906 
Rev.  G.  G.  Oniel- 1907 
Rev.  C.  W.  Paysour  -  1908 
Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle  - 1909  to  1911 
Rev.  J.  G.  Graham  - 1912  to  1913 
Rev.  D.  V.  Vipperman  - 1914 
Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle  - 1915  to  1916 
Rev.  R.  C.  Campbell  -  1917  to  1919 
Rev.  W.  G.  Camp  -  1920  - 1923 
Rev.  H.  V.  Tanner  - 1924  to  1925 
Rev.  W.  N.  Cook  - 1926  to  1928 
Rev.  C.  J.  Black  - 1929  to  1939 
Rev.  Carl  Mauney  - 1939  to  1940 
Rev.  W.  G.  Camp  -  1941  to  1945 
Rev.  T.  W.  Fogleman  -  1946  to  1951 
Rev.  R.  E.  Robbins  - 1952  to  1956 
Rev.  Norman  Brown  - 1957  to  1961 
Rev.  Donald  Callahan  -  1961  to  1963 
Rev.  James  F.  Graham  -  1965  to  1967 
Rev.  Russell  Fitts  - 1968  -  1978 
Rev.  Samuel  H.  Murphy  - 1978  to  1984 
Rev.  Edward  Sessom  -  1984  to  1987 
Dr.  Randy  C.  Gardner  -  1987  to  1990 
Rev.  W.  Harold  Beam  - 1991 


RANSOM  P.  LOGAN 

1810-1882 

Elder  Ransom  P.  Logan  was  born  January  10,  1801  somewhere  near  the  boundary  line  between 
the  Carolinas.  Belinda  Gladden  became  his  wife  on  October  2,  1834.  Logan  was  converted, 
ordained  and  licensed  to  preach  in  1839.  The  minutes  from  the  1841  annual  session  of  the  Broad 
River  Association  show  that  Logan  was  a  delegate  from  Antioch  Church  which  is  located  in  South 
Carolina.  Logan  became  the  third  pastor  of  Zoar  Church  in  1842  and  served  for  only  one  year.  He 
preached  at  Zoar  on  the  second  Sunday  in  the  month.  When  Logan  started  preaching  at  Zoar,  the 
total  membership  was  sixty-six.  During  that  year  the  records  show  that  five  members  were 
dismissed  and  one  was  excluded. 

During  the  period  that  Logan  was  pastor  of  Zoar,  he  also  served  as  pastor  of  Unity  Baptist 
Church  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month  and  Bethlehem  in  Kings  Mountain  on  the  third  Sunday. 
Logan  later  moved  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  association  where  he  served  as  pastor  of  Buffalo, 
Beaver  Dam,  Broad  River,  Lebanon,  Olivet,  Corinth,  Thessalonica,  and  Long  Creek. 

Logan  was  appointed  by  the  King's  Mountain  Association  as  missionary  to  the  Catawba  Valley. 
The  association  told  him  in  1855  to  devote  three-fourths  of  his  time,  at  a  dollar  a  day,  to  the 
mission  field  and  that  he  preach  monthly  to  the  Churches  at  Thessalonica,  Corinth  and  Lebanon. 
Logan  was  also  told  to  take  up  public  collections  to  aid  the  mission  field. 

When  the  King's  Mountain  Association  held  it's  annual  session  in  1856,  Logan  reported  that  the 
German  Lutherans  of  this  area  had  become  greatly  degenerated  from  their  faith  and  had  began  to 
practice  many  evil  ways.  Logan  reported  that  these  misguided  people  were  greatly  prejudiced 
against  the  missionaries  and  called  them  "ignorant  Baptist  dippers."  Logan  was  engaged  again  by 
the  association  to  serve  as  a  missionary  to  this  region.  Although  Logan  worked  hard  at  this 
position,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  a  respectful  hearing  from  the  people  he  witnessed  to. 
When  the  mission  was  discontinued,  Logan  again  resumed  his  pastoral  work.  Logan  was  moderator 
of  the  King's  Mountain  Association  in  1864  -  1865.  Although  Logan  had  little  education,  he  had  an 
advantage  of  being  a  great  disciplinarian  and  explanatory  preacher. 

Shortly  after  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  Logan  began  to  show  symptoms  of  absent-mindedness. 
Insanity  finally  overtook  him  and  he  died  at  his  home  in  Iredell  County  on  July  1,  1882. 


THOMAS  DIXON 

1820-1909 


Thomas  Dixon  was  born  December  20,  1820,  in  York  County, 
South  Carolina,  professed  faith  in  Christ  at  the  age  of  14  and  at 
once  became  an  active  worker  for  his  master.  He  had  poor 
educational  advantages  having  learned  to  read  in  Sabbath 
School,  which,  by  request  of  the  Superintendent,  he  frequently 
opened  with  prayer.  He  was  a  close  student  of  his  Bible,  and  in 
his  efforts  in  public.  His  familiarity  with  the  scriptures  soon 
attracted  the  attention  of  those  around  him.  His  brethren  pro- 
posed to  license  him  to  preach,  but  he  at  first,  declined,  saying, 
he  could  work  as  well  as  a  layman.  He  was  finally  induced  to  be 
ordained  and  began  his  career  as  a  Baptist  minister  when  quite 
young. 

As  a  minister  he  was  very  popular  and  successful,  and  doubt- 
less organized  more  churches,  baptized  more  converts,  married 
and  buried  more  people  than  any  other  minister  in  this  country. 
It  is  estimated,  conservatively,  that  during  his  ministerial  life  he 
baptized  at  least  5,000  people.  He  was  a  popular  pastor  and 
always  a  welcome  visitor  among  his  flock,  neglecting  to  visit 
none.  Though  uneducated,  his  style  in  the  pulpit  was  attractive, 
having  a  fine  voice,  an  easy  flow  of  language  and  gestures  that 
might  be  coveted  by  our  best  orators. 


WADE  HILL 

1856-1857 

Beginning  in  1843  Elder  Wade  Hill  was  pastor  at  Antioch  for 
thirteen  years. 
He  came  to  Bethlehem  in  1856  and  pastored  there  until  1857. 


A.  A.  McSWAIN 

1865-1867 

Elder  Asa  A.  McSwain  was  a  native  of  Cleveland  County.  He 
was  born  March  10,  1832.  He  married  Elizabeth  Cornwell  January 
28,  1862. 

He  was  a  faithful  Pastor  and  Sunday  School  worker. 


REV.  PHILIP  RAMSEUR  ELAM 

Son  of  Dr.  Anderson  Samuel  Elam  1792  -  1887  born  in 
Virginia.  Married  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Barber  Crawford  (a  Civil  War 
widow  with  one  son)  in  1866.  Reared  six  children  and  operated 
with  his  wife  a  400  acre  farm  besides  his  pastoral  duties.  He 
also  was  a  self  educated  geologist. 

P.R.  Elam  was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  Sept.  15,  1854  at  New 
Bethel  Baptist  Church.  In  1866  Rev.  Elam  helped  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  one  of  the  first  Sunday  Schools  in  the  Association 
at  New  Bethel  Church.  He  pastored  many  churches  during  his 
tenure  of  47  years.  He  was  pastor  of  Bethlehem  Church. 

in  1861,  he  volunteered  in  South  Carolina's  militia  and  was  at 
fall  of  Fort  Sumter.  He  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg  and  impris- 
oned. He  was  a  voluntary  chaplain  throughout  the  war.  His 
motto  to  his  men  in  the  heat  of  battle  was  "Pray  and  press 
forward." 


G.  P.  HAMRICK 

1881  -1884 

G.  P.  Hamrick  was  born  in  Cleveland  County  near  Boiling 
Springs  Baptist  Church  in  1863.  He  graduated  from  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1879. 

He  married  Miss  Sarah  Anthony  on  Christmas  Day,  1884.  He 
claimed  that  he  always  tithed  and  he  always  had  plenty  of 
money. 

He  is  buried  at  Sunset  Cemetery,  Shelby,  NC. 


JAMES  MONROE  BRIDGES 

Elder  James  Monroe  Bridges  was  a  native  of  Cleveland  County. 
He  was  born  on  April  1,  1847  and  joined  the  church  at  Beaver 
Dam  in  1872  and  was  baptized  by  Elder  L.H.  McSwain.  At  age  36 
he  sought  to  better  prepare  himself  by  studying  under  Professor 
King  at  Shelby  High  School. 


G.  M.  WEBB 

1891   —1894-1896 

Elder  George  Milton  Webb  was  born  November  14,  1831,  in 
Rutherford  County.  He  was  baptized  by  Elder  J.  M.  Webb  in 
1844.  He  married  Priscilla  Blanton  in  1850. 

He  was  ordained  to  preach  in  1864  and  was  Pastor  at  Bethlehem 
for  four  years.  He  preached  the  dedication  sermon  April  8,  1871, 
for  the  frame  church. 


P.  G.  HOPPER 

1892 

Rev.  Hopper  was  born  April  3,  1864  and  died  a  tragic  death  July  4,  1898,  after  he  and  his  wife 
drank  poisoned  water. 


R.  L.  LIMRICK 

1897-1899 

Reverend  Limrick  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  was  pastor  at 
Bethlehem  for  two  years.  He  was  a  favorite  among  young  people. 
He  was  interred  at  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Ellenboro,  N.C. 


A.  M.  ROSS 

1900 

Rev.  A.  M.  Ross  was  born  near  Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church, 
Cleveland  County,  November  23,  1867.  His  parents  were  Noah 
Webb  Ross  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Wilson  Ross. 

Brother  Ross  grew  up  on  a  farm.  He  was  converted  during  a 
revival  at  Patterson  Grove  Baptist  Church  and  was  baptized 
August  28,  1883.  He  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College  in 
1897. 

He  served  several  churches  in  the  section,  one  being 
Bethlehem.  He  died  December  21, 1923. 


A.  H.  SIMS 

1901  -1906 

Rev.  Sims  was  born  in  Towns  County,  Georgia  on  June  6, 
1855.  Descending  from  a  long  line  of  preachers,  he  was  baptized 
by  his  grandfather,  Elder  Robert  Byers. 

It  has  been  said  he  was  a  man  who  stood  up  for  his  convictions 
as  well  as  being  an  outstanding  preacher. 

He  died  on  August  29,  1928,  and  is  buried  in  Mountain  Rest 
Cemetery,  Kings  Mountain,  N.C. 


JOHN  W.  SUTTLE 

1909-1911 

John  William  Suttle  was  born  April  7,  1872,  on  a  farm  near 
Union  Church.  He  moved  to  Shelby  in  1882  and  married  Leila 
Pierson  on  March  29,  1893. 

When  he  retired  in  1954,  he  estimated  he  had  baptized  6,000, 
preached  30,000  sermons,  and  married  2,000  couples.  For  40 
years,  he  was  moderator  of  the  association;  and  in  1948,  he 
served  as  president  on  the  State  Convention. 

He  died  on  July  27, 1963.  He  was  buried  in  Shelby. 


REV.  J.  G.  GRAHAM 

1912-1913 

Rev.  Graham  was  born  July  26,  1883  in  Anderson  County, 
S.C.  While  in  Kings  Mountain,  he  had  a  little  dog  that  was  bitten 
by  a  mad  dog  and  went  mad  from  it.  The  dog  bit  him  and  one 
of  his  children,  and  they  had  to  go  to  Atlanta,  Georgia  for  treat- 
ment. He,  like  most  Baptist  preachers,  was  very  poor,  but  the 
people  of  Kings  Mountain  made  up  enough  money  to  send  him 
and  his  family  to  Atlanta. 


REV.  WILLIAM  GASTON  CAMP 

1920-1923 

Rev.  William  Gaston  Camp  was  born  in  Rutherford  County, 
North  Carolina,  on  December  4,  1886. 

He  was  baptized  into  the  membership  of  State  Line  Baptist 
Church  in  September,  1903,  and  in  1914  was  ordained  by  the 
Boiling  Springs  Baptist  Church  of  Boiling  Springs,  N.C. 

In  1916  he  was  graduated  from  Boiling  Springs  High  School 
(now  Gardner  Webb  College).  He  received  his  B.A.  degree  from 
Wake  Forest  College  in  1920. 

He  was  called  by  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  in  1921,  where 
he  served  as  pastor  until  1923. 

During  the  years  of  his  ministry  he  served  18  different 
churches,  going  back  to  four  of  them  for  the  second  time. 

In  1941  Bethlehem  Church  called  him  again  as  pastor,  where 
he  served  until  1945. 

While  he  was  pastor  here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia 
McDaniel  in  1943. 

His  two  longest  pastorates  were  eighteen  years  with  Pleasant 
Ridge  Church,  near  Gardner  Webb  College  and  twenty-one  years 
with  Old  Sandy  Run  Church  of  Mooreboro,  N.C. 

He  retired  in  September,  1957,  and  lived  in  Mooresboro  until 
his  death  in  1984. 


H.V.  TANNER 

H.  V.  Tanner  became  pastor  in  1924  and  served  for  one  or 
two  years.  He  died  in  October,  1935. 


REV.  R.  E.  ROBB1NS 

1952-1956 

Rev.  R.  E.  Robbins  was  the 
first  full-time  pastor  of 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church.  His 
family  was  the  first  to  live  in 
the  parsonage.  His  wife's  name 
was  Evelyn,  and  his  children 
were  Linda,  Tommy  and 
Patricia. 

He  liked  to  garden.  He  would 
borrow  Mr.  Rob  Blackburn's 
little  mules  to  work  his  garden. 


C.  J.  BLACK 

1929-1939 

On  Sunday  morning,  July  2,  1939,  the  Bethlehem  Baptist 
Church  unanimously  voted  for  a  resolution  of  respect  to  the 
noble  work  of  the  late  Dr.  C.  J.  Black. 

Dr.  Black  worked  with  the  Bethlehem  people  for  a  period  of 
1 1  years  and  was  loved  and  respected  by  each  one.  He  began 
his  work  there  while  the  church  was  in  the  midst  of  a  building 
campaign  and  became  "A  Second  Solomon"  in  building 
the  Lord's  house.  The  present  structure,  which  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  $20,000.00,  under  Dr.  Black's  leadership,  is  a  brick 
building  with  beautifully  decorated  stained  glass  windows.  The 
building  is  composed  of  a  spacious  and  well-arranged  auditorium 
and  a  commodious  Sunday  school  and  Training  Union  plant  at 
the  rear  and  in  the  basement. 

On  coming  into  the  community  occupied  by  members  of 
Bethlehem  Church,  you  began  to  hear  many  good  things  about 
Dr.  Black.  No  home  was  too  humble  for  Dr.  Black  to  visit.  He 
knew  the  names  of  all  the  children,  and  they  flocked  to  his 
knees  when  he  sat  down  in  the  homes.  He  loved  the  children 
and  the  children  loved  him.  Few  testimonials  better  than  this 
could  be  written  of  any  man. 


GROUNDBREAKING  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  BUILDING  ADDITION  ADDED  IN 

1954.  REV.  R.  E.  ROBBINS  DREW  THE  PLANS  FOR  THIS  ADDITION. 

FIRST  ROW,  LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  WILLIS  HARMON,  JOHN  BLALOCK,  PRATT 

FULTON  HERNDON,  R.E.  ROBBINS,  MAGGIE  BLALOCK  DIXON,  RUSH  DIXON. 

SECOND  ROW,  LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  PAUL  LANCASTER,  CLYDE  McDANIEL, 

LAMAR  HERNDON,  HAL  MORRIS. 


NORMAN  BROWN 

1957-1961 

My  years  at  Bethlehem  were  among  my  finest  and  fondest  in 
my  ministry.  It  is  always  a  joy  to  a  Pastor  to  see  some  of  the 
fruits  of  his  labor.  I  saw  progress  and  growth  in  the  membership. 
It  is  always  a  privilege  to  follow  a  man  of  God  who  laid  a  good 
foundation.  I  had  the  honor  of  following  Rev.  Rhonda  Robbins. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  every  phase  of  the  work  develop  and 
make  progress.  It  is  with  happy  memories  that  I  look  back  upon 
our  struggles  together.  It  is  in  the  times  of  struggle  that  we  find 
our  strength  to  continue  on.  I  am  reminded  of  the  little  adage 
that  I  learned  long  ago,  "He  wins  who  tries,  the  struggle  is  the 
prize."  We  struggled  and  strived  to  make  dreams  become 
realities. 

I  have  often  referred  to  the  people  of  Bethlehem.  I  have 
challenged  other  churches  to  do  what  you  undertook.  We  agreed 
together  to  strive  for  50-50  in  our  giving  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  to  our  missions.  When  I  resigned  and  moved  to 
another  field  we  were  giving  32  percent  of  our  offering  to  these 
causes.  I  have  never  had  another  Church  to  accept  this 
challenge.  You  are  to  be  commended  for  this  undertaking. 

It  is  with  an  humble  spirit  that  I  can  truthfully  say  IT  COULD 
NOT  HAVE  BEEN  DONE  WITHOUT  YOU. 

Our  prayers  and  thoughts  are  with  you  as  you  celebrate  your 
150  years  of  working  for  our  Lord.  God  bless  each  of  you  and 
make  you  a  blessing. 

Your  friend  and  former  pastor, 

Norman  Brown 


JAMES  FRANKLIN  GRAHAM,  SR. 

1965-1967 

Mr.  Graham  was  born  April  17,  1908  and  died  Feb.  4,  1984.  He 
attended  Rock  Springs  High  School  in  Denver,  N.C.,  Ruther- 
fordton  College,  Davidson  College,  and  Presbyterian  Seminary 
in  Decatur,  Ga.  He  served  churches  in  Faith,  Charlotte,  Vale, 
Kannapolis,  Gastonia,  and  Kings  Mountain.  He  preached  for  38 
years  and  even  after  his  retirement  served  churches  in  Lincolnton 
and  Charlotte.  His  wife  was  Eunice  Dellinger  Graham  and  his 
children  are  Dr.  Jim  Graham,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Grady  (Bettie)  Faulk. 


RUSSELL  FITTS 

1968-1978 

Russell  and  Mary  Fitts,  their  sons,  Jim  and  Tom,  came  to 
Bethlehem  in  August  of  1968.  The  church  was  blessed  with 
growth  and  reached  a  high  attendance  in  Sunday  School  with 
the  Bus  Ministry.  Mid-way  in  a  ten  year  pastorate,  the  church 
called  a  full-time  minister  of  music  and  education.  At  this  time 
the  church  gave  the  pastor  a  housing  allowance  and  let  him  get 
his  own  home.  The  church  celebrated  the  25th  wedding  anniver- 
sary of  Russell  and  Mary  Fitts  in  August  of  1974.  They  surprised 
the  couple  with  a  new  car  and  many  other  gifts.  Two  auto- 
mobile vans  were  purchased  by  the  church  in  this  period  to  use 
in  youth  ministry  and  other  activities.  Pastor  Fitts  states  that 
Cleveland  County  and  Bethlehem  Church  in  particular  were 
good  to  him  and  he  has  fond  memories  of  those  days.  Pastor 
Fitts  often  quoted  Romans  5:8  as  his  favorite  verse  of  scripture. 

Russell  Fitts 


SAMUEL  H.  MURPHY 

1978  to  1984 
What  magnificent  blessings  God  has  poured  out  upon 
Bethlehem.  The  names  and  faces  contained  herein  are  reflec- 
tions of  the  blessings  that  God  has  poured  out  upon  this  church. 
How  thankful  we  are  to  God  for  the  many  fine  people  He  has 
led  into  this  fellowship.  The  love  that  we  have  found  in  Christ  is 
the  bond  by  which  we  are  drawn  together  and  held  together. 
His  love  in  us  and  the  church  goals  through  which  His  love 
finds  expression  all  testify  to  Bethlehem's  committment  to  fulfill 
God's  will  in  our  relationship  with  each  other  and  the  world 
around  us. 


ROLAND  LEATH 

We  are  pleased  about  Bethlehem's  upcoming  150th  Anniver- 
sary. That  church  will  always  hold  a  very  special,  warm  spot  in 
our  hearts. 

Our  first  interim  period  was  April,  1978,  through  November, 
1978,  and  during  those  seven  months  we  saw  an  increase  in 
Sunday  School  and  a  spirit  of  "coming  together"  on  the  part  of 
the  church.  The  people  were  most  cooperative  toward  our  leader- 
ship, and  a  stabilized  church  was  ready  to  receive  the  new 
pastor. 

Again,  in  February,  1984,  we  became  your  interim  pastor  and 
were  there  until  October,  1984.  Among  the  partnership  endeav- 
ors which  the  church  joined  together,  we  hold  great  thanks- 
giving to  God  for  two  special  visitation  experiences.  For  them 
we  gathered  names  of  church  members  who  were  inactive,  along 
with  prospects,  and  challenged  the  people  to  devote  entire 
Sunday  afternoons  to  this  vital  work.  They  answered  the  call! 
Between  70  -  80  came  the  first  time  and  a  few  more  came  a  few 
weeks  later! 

The  church  responded  to  several  intensive  Bible  Study  oppor- 
tunities, and  were  prepared  spiritually,  as  well  as  physically,  to 
receive  the  Ed  Sessoms  as  they  came  on  the  field. 

May  God  bless  Bethlehem. 

Roland  Leath 


EDWARD  SESSOM 

1984  to  1987 

My  tenure  as  pastor  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  gave  me  the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  to  know  some  wonderful  people  better.  We  feel  it  is  a 
blessing  of  God  to  allow  us  to  enlarge  our  circle  of  friends.  We  made 
some  friendships  that  will  continue  through  our  lives. 

Bethlehem  found  itself  right  in  the  midst  of  a  population  explosion. 
We  were  able  to  face  this  fact  as  the  result  of  a  survey  made  of  a  two 
mile  radius  of  the  church.  Some  options  were  explored.  Some  situa- 
tions were  investigated.  It  was  evident  that  a  great  challenge  stood 
before  Bethlehem.  The  church  fellowship  began  to  accept  this  chal- 
lenge by  growing  in  Grace  and  Knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  It  also  began  to  study  some  options  for  physical  growth. 
The  church  began  to  face  the  reality  of  the  challenge  revealed  by  the 
results  of  the  survey. 

We  shall  always  be  grateful  for  our  experience  at  Bethlehem.  All  the 
experiences  were  not  enjoyable.  We  experienced  several  deaths  of 
some  choice  people,  but  were  drawn  closer  by  them.  We  experienced 
wonderful  times  as  several  committed  their  lives  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  and  followed  through  in  baptism  and  uniting  with  the 
church.  We  shared  in  trips  with  the  youth  and  fellowships  with  the 
adults;  each  and  all  teaching  us  ways  to  minister  to  people.  All  of  these 
we  will  cherish  as  we  reminisce. 

We  continue  to  remember  Bethlehem  prayerfully  and  we  continue  to 
ask  God's  richest  blessings  upon  you  as  you  seek  to  reach  out  for  His 
glory. 

Ed  Sessom 


kSS-  ' 


RANDY  GARDNER 

1987  to  1990 


It's  unfortunate  that  in  our  world  today  that  we  don't  put  much  effort 
into  honoring  our  past.  Without  a  consciousness  of  history  we  lose  our 
sense  of  place;  we  don't  have  the  "roots"  we  need  to  grow.  A  sense  of 
how  we  came  to  be  where  we  are  today  gives  us  a  common  identity 
and  prepares  us  to  move  ahead  to  claim  our  potential. 

I  have  always  been  impressed  by  the  way  Bethlehem  has  been  able 
to  honor  its  past  while  it  looks  ahead  to  its  future.  Using  the  sound 
foundation  of  the  past,  Bethlehem  continues  to  minister  to  its  comm- 
unity as  it  did  in  its  earliest  days  when  members  of  the  White  Plains 
community  asked  Antioch  Baptist  Church  to  establish  a  preaching 
station  there.  Through  the  years  Bethlehem  has  continued  to  stretch 
out  its  arms  of  ministry  into  its  community. 

As  you  celebrate  your  one-hundred  fiftieth  anniversary,  I  hope  you 
will  continue  to  honor  your  history  and  the  labors  of  those  who  served 
God  through  Bethlehem  before  you.  As  you  do,  you  will  continue 
Bethlehem's  tradition  of  devoted  service  to  the  ministry  of  the  gospel 
and  to  the  proclamation  of  God's  Word. 

Randy  Gardner 


FRED  A.  MAUNEY 

1990  to  1991 

One  hundred  and  fifty  years!  That  is  a  long  period  of  time.  My 
ministry  as  an  Interim  Pastor,  covered  only  fifteen  months  of  that  time. 
Yet,  during  that  short  span,  impressions  were  etched  into  my  mind. 

First  among  them  would  be  the  solid  foundation  that  was  laid  by  past 
leadership.  A  people  anchored  in  the  faith  did  not  reach  that  position 
by  accident.  They  got  there  as  a  result  of  pastors  who  came,  planned, 
taught,  influenced  and  led  them  to  solid  ground.  On  Christ,  the  Solid 
Rock,  the  present  day  saints  of  Bethlehem  stand. 

A  second  impression  was  the  desire  to  move  on  that  was  evident  in 
conversations  with  each  other  and  in  prayers  to  God.  So  long  as  there 
is  a  vision  there  will  be  no  perishing  of  the  flock  at  Bethlehem. 

An  additional  impression  manifested  was  that  there  was  no  hesitancy 
to  confess  imperfection.  Always,  whether  it  be  a  single  soul  or  a 
collective  group,  admission  of  weakness  leads  to  the  finding  of  strengths 
upon  which  building  can  be  done.  There  was  no  indication  of  having 
"reached  Zion,"  only  the  idea  that  the  people  were  "marching  to  Zion." 

It  is  my  observation  that  during  the  past  those  who  have  come  and 
gone  among  the  congregations  have  at  times  been  in  the  wilderness, 
have  received  the  Laws  of  God  from  the  mountain,  and  now  are  ready 
to  cross  Jordon  into  a  Land  of  Promise. 

Our  glorious  heritage  should  be  a  thunderous  call  to  all  —"Come,  all 
who  will,  and  go  with  us  into  a  land  that  floweth  with  such  milk  and 
honey  as  only  God  can  supply." 

Fred  A.  Mauney 


HAROLD  BEAM 

1991 

A  big  thank  you  is  in  order  for  all  the  pastors  who  preceded  me  and 
also  the  many  people  who  have  been  so  faithful  to  the  Lord  and  made 
so  many  contributions  to  the  church.  Without  this  we  would  not  be 
celebrating  our  150th  anniversary. 

Bethlehem  has  such  a  rich  heritage  and  I  feel  honored  as  well  as 
humbled  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  in  many  ways  since  God  has  led  Sissy  and 
me  here.  Many  souls  have  been  saved  and  many  have  joined.  There  is 
such  a  sweet  Spirit  here  and  we  give  our  Lord  all  the  praise  and  credit. 

The  future  of  Bethlehem  is  bright  and  I  truly  believe  if  we  continue  to 
labor  together  as  in  the  past,  we  will  continue  to  be  blessed  in  many 
ways  by  our  Lord. 

As  I  think  about  the  Mission  of  Bethlehem  I  think  of  the  many  dollars 
that  have  been  given  both  home  and  abroad.  I  think  of  the  many 
additions  to  our  church  and  the  many  there  will  be  in  the  future.  We 
trust  in  the  Lord  and  in  so  doing,  we  believe  in  the  near  future  God  will 
provide  us  with  a  new  building.  Much  will  happen  if  we  avail  ourselves 
to  the  Lord. 

As  we  think  of  150  years  and  all  of  the  hard  work  that  has  made  it 
possible,  we  think  of  the  years  that  lie  ahead  and  what  God  is  going  to 
do.  It  is  so  exciting  to  be  a  part  of  such  a  great  church  and  wonderful 
people. 


Harold  Beam 
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PRESENTATION  OF  NEW  COLOR  TV  TO  REV.  RUSSELL  FITTS  AND  FAMILY 


BETHLEHEM 
CHURCH,  Route  2, 
Kings  Mountain,  recent- 
ly gave  its  pastor  a  new 
car.  Pastor  Russell  Fitts 
and  Mrs.  Fitts  are  shown 
center  and  making  the 
presentation  are  Bill  Mc- 
Daniel,  left,  chairman  of 
the  deacons,  and  Jim 
Yarbro,  right,  church 
treasurer  and  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  pur- 
chase the  car. 


CHURCH  CLERKS 


Beattie  Gof orth  1 848  - 1 864 

George  Herndon  1 864  -  1 873 

P.M.Gardner  1873-1879,1880 

L.M.Logan  1881-1887 

J.  F.  Herndon  1888-1898,1900-1904 

R.  B.  Dixion  1899 

B.G.Logan  1905-1911 

M.  L.  McSwain  1912-1914 

W.  B.  Herndon  1915-1918 

D.F.Adams  1919-1924 

LeeMcDaniel  1926-1928,1931,1932 

Hubert  Herndon  1929 

J.  C.  Randle  1933-1942 

B.  P.  Dixion  1943-1944 

Hal  Morris  1945 

Lamar  Herndon  1946  -  1954,  1955 

Mrs.  Gene  Carpenter  1956  - 1958 

Bill  Wells  1959 

Mrs.  Bill  Wells  1960 

Mrs.  Rebecca  McDaniel  1961  - 1962 

Mrs.  Eddie  Yarbro  1963  - 1965 

Robert  Hanna  1966 

Mrs.  Phyllis  Carpenter  1967  - 1977 

Mrs.  Susan  White  1978-1981 

Mrs.  Betty  Lynn  1982-83 

Mrs.  Brenda  Cobb  1984  -  1989 

Mrs.  Becky  Etters  1990- 

Our  present  clerk,  Becky  Ormand  Etters, 
is  a  direct  descendent  of  our  first  clerk,  Beattie 
Goforth. 


DEACON  MINISTRY 


The  ministry  of  the  Deacon  is  to  be  a  strong  and  supportive  leader  of  the  church,  the  pastor, 
and  the  members.  This  is  to  be  done  spiritually  and  physically.  Certainly  this  can  be  said  of  the 
deacons  of  our  church.  They  maintain  a  close  relationship  with  the  pastor  and  assist  him  with 
many  areas  of  the  church  ministry.  Working  closely  with  the  various  church  committees,  they  help 
to  coordinate  many  of  the  directions  that  the  church  takes-all  which  affect  the  future  of  our 
church  in  some  way  or  another.  We  are  thankful  for  their  dedication  as  they  make  decisions 
based  on  God's  teachings  and  plans  for  His  people. 

Bethlehem  is  very  proud  of  its  strong  Deacon  Family  Ministry  program.  Each  church  family  is 
assigned  a  deacon  and  is  encouraged  to  contact  him  during  special  and  difficult  times  in  their 
family's  life  such  as  births,  deaths,  sickness,  or  other  times  of  family  crisis.  The  deacon  responds 
to  the  need  by  helping  in  any  way  that  he  can  to  give  support  to  the  family  during  this  time.  This 
has  become  a  very  effective  program  in  our  church.  It  is  our  prayer  and  hope  that  this  ministry 
will  continue  to  be  a  strong  part  of  our  church.  We  believe  that  it  meets  one  of  the  main  duties  of 
the  deacon-that  of  spiritual  ministering  and  support  to  God's  people. 


DEACONS 


Three  deacons  were  elected  at  the  time  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1842.  They 
were  Zechariah  Earls,  James  Alton  and  Preston  Harmon.  Many  men  served  as  Deacons  down 
through  the  years.  Once  elected  as  a  Deacon,  the  man  served  for  a  lifetime,  or  until  he  became 
unable  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  a  Deacon.  Then  someone  else  was  elected  to  take  his  place.  Election 
of  Deacons  continued  in  this  manner  until  1951. 

At  a  Church  Conference  on  April  1,  1951,  the  Deacons  recommended  that  the  church,  by  secret 
ballot,  elect  three  new  men  to  serve  as  Deacons.  The  church  would  also  vote  by  secret  ballot  on 
the  present  ordained  deacons.  The  six  men  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  would  serve  on 
the  rotation  system,  along  with  the  newly  elected  deacons. 

The  three  newly  elected  Deacons  would  serve  for  a  period  of  three  years.  The  three  present 
deacons  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  would  serve  two  years.  The  three  deacons 
receiving  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  would  serve  one  year.  The  motion  was  passed  by  the 
church.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  rotation  system  for  the  Deacons  at  Bethlehem. 

On  February  8,  1953,  the  Deacons  recommended  to  the  church  that  the  three  Deacons  due  to  to 
rotate  off  the  board  in  May,  1953,  continue  to  serve  until  October,  1953,  the  time  of  election  of 
other  church  officers  and  leaders.  The  motion  was  adopted.  The  Deacons  also  recommended  that 
they  be  allowed  to  submit  to  the  church  the  names  of  the  three  men  to  serve  as  Deacons, 
beginning  in  October.  The  election  would  be  by  secret  ballot.  The  church  accepted  this  recom- 
mendation. This  method  was  continued  until  1958. 

At  a  Church  Conference  on  July  7,  1958,  the  Deacons  recommended  that  the  church  return  to 
the  ballot  system  of  electing  Deacons.  Ballots  would  be  passed  out  to  each  church  member  to 
vote  for  3  men,  not  presently  serving  as  a  Deacon. 

A  ballot  with  the  names  of  the  nine  men  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  would  be 
presented  the  following  Sunday.  Each  member  would  vote  for  three  of  the  nine  men. 

The  names  of  the  six  men  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  on  this  ballot  would  be 
presented  on  a  ballot  the  following  Sunday.  Members  would  vote  for  three  men.  The  three  men 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  would  be  elected  as  Deacons  and  serve  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  This  recommendation  was  approved  by  the  church.  Deacons  have  been  elected  by 
this  method  at  Bethlehem  until  the  present  time. 

After  a  man  is  elected  as  a  Deacon,  and  served  for  a  period  of  three  years,  he  cannot  be  re- 
elected for  2  years. 


DEACONS 

In  1881,  Deacons  were  T.W.  Harmon,  R.C.  Patterson,  John  Barber,  Thomas  Bell  and  Dr.  J.A.  Wray. 

The  Board  of  Deacons  in  1942  were:  George  Barber,  J.A.  Randall,  J.D.  Allen,  Will  Allen,  J. P. 
Blalock,  T.D.  Blalock,  J.S.  McSwain,  J.D.  McDaniel,  M.V.  Logan,  J.C.  Randle,  W.P.  Herndon,  A.J. 
Eskew. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  DEACONS 


Ervin  Hughes 

1961 

Jerry  Morris 

1977 

Hal  Morris 

1962 

Bill  McDaniel 

1978 

Charles  A.  Spearman 

1963 

Paul  Lancaster 

1979 

Paul  Lancaster 

1964 

Miles  Seism 

1980 

Hill  Lowery 

1965 

Lamar  Herndon 

1981 

Bill  McDaniel 

1966-1968 

Douglas  McDaniel 

1982- 

1983 

Paul  Lancaster 

1969-1970 

Bill  McDaniel 

1984 

Bill  McDaniel 

1971 

Jim  Yarbro 

1985 

Dwight  Ledbetter 

1972 

Lamar  Herndon 

1986 

Bill  McDaniel 

1973 

Bill  McDaniel 

1987 

Hill  Lowery 

1974 

Douglas  McDaniel 

1988- 

1989 

Clyde  McDaniel 

1975 

Bill  McDaniel  (Co-) 

1990 

Paul  Lancaster 

1976 

Charles  Herndon  (Co-) 

1990 

Dewayne  Caldwell 

1991  - 

1992 

CHURCH  TREASURERS 


J.  C.  Randle 

1926 

J.  D.  McDaniel 

1927- 

■1932 

M.  V.  Logan 

1941 

Hal  Morris 

1942- 

•1944 

William  Herndon 

1945- 

■1952 

Hernam  Blalock 

1953- 

■1959 

Mrs.  Broadus  Herndon 

1960- 

■1961 

Jim  Yarbro 

1962- 

■1965 

Charles  Blalock 

1966 

Jim  Yarbro 

1967- 

■1978 

Jerry  Morris 

1979- 

■1981 

Seerley  Lowery 

1982 

Not  shown 

1983 

Jim  Yarbro 

1984 

Dan  Gordon 

1985- 

1986 

Timothy  Echols 

1987- 

CHURCH  STAFF 


SECRETARIES 


Becky  (Mrs.  Naman)  McDaniel 

Peggy  Wells 

Ann  Yarbrough 

Phyllis  Carpenter 

Nadine  Davis 

Barbara  P.  Johnson 

Carolyn  Poston 

Mildred  Panther 

Delores  White 


CUSTODIANS 

D.B.  White 
R.R.  Blackburn 
Walter  Blackburn 
Jack  Lail 
Frank  Ledford 
Broadus  Matthews 
Bobby  Feemster 
Douglas  Parker 
Jim  Kale 
DeWayne  Caldwell 


OTHER 

1970  -  72  -  Dr.  Robert  Lamb,  Education  &  Youth  Director 

1975  -  78  -  Rev.  Jerry  Laughter,  Associate  Pastor  -  Minister  of  Music  &  Education 

1978  -  79  -  Vernon  Frank,  Minister  of  Music  &  Education 

1981  -  84  -  Neal  Efird,  Educational  Director 

1981  -  84  -  Carolyn  Efird,  Music  Director 


YOUTH  WORKERS 

Martha  Blanton 
Bill  Harrill 
Rusty  Morrison 
Amy  Cawood  Ross 
Kelly  Childers 
Charlie  Owens 
David  Magnet 
Leslie  Whitney 


CHOIR  DIRECTORS 


1915-1918 


1944-1945 
1945-1975 
1975-1978 

1978-1979 
1979-1981 
1981  -1984 
1984-1985 
1985-  Present 
Late  1800's  -  Pump  Organ 


George  Logan 

Ben  Logan 

John  Spurgeon  McSwain 

D.  B.  White 

Craig  Arrowood 

Max  Blackburn 

Bill  McDaniel 

Rev.  Jerry  Laughter 

Bill  McDaniel 

Vernon  Frank 

Bill  McDaniel 

Carolyn  Efird 

Rusty  Morrison 

Rod  Mauney 


Organists: 

Mrs.  George  Logan 

Jane  Herndon 

Georgia  Humphries  Morris,  wife  of  N.  R.  Morris 

Margaret  Little  McSwain,  wife  of  Spurgeon  McSwain 

Ethel  Yarbro 

Oree  Randle 

Allen  Electronic  Organ  installed  in  1960 
Baldwin  Digital  Organ  installed  April,  1990 


Organist: 

Frances  Huffstetler  Lail 


1960-  Present 


Late  1920's-  First  Piano 


Pianists: 

Margaret  Little  McSwain 

1937 

Juanita  McSwain  Goforth 

1937- 

•1941 

Lorice  Foglemen 

1941  - 

-1947 

Juanita  McSwain  Goforth 

1947- 

-1948 

Frances  Huffstetler  Lail 

1948- 

-1960 

Peggy  McGinnis  Wells 

1960- 

-1961 

Phyllis  Lail  Carpenter 

1961  - 

-1976 

Nancy  Reynolds  Hughes 

1976- 

-1979 

Ann  Lail  Hoyle 

1979- 

-1987 

Beth  Hughes  McDaniel 

1987- 

-  Present 

1930's  -  1940's  -  "Senior  and  Junior  Male  Quartets" 


50-55  in  choir.  Those  who  made  up  the  choir  were  also  music  readers.  Families  in 
choir  were  Randies,  Whites,  Barbers,  Joneses,  Fred  Adams,  Blalock,  Morrises, 
Herndons,  McDaniels. 


It  has  been  my  honor  and  pleasure  to  have  served  our  Saviour  and  the  good  people  of  Bethlehem 
Baptist  Church  since  September  30,  1985,  in  the  area  of  music  and  education.  Since  our  arrival, 
my  family  and  I  have  been  engulfed  with  Christian  love  and  made  to  feel  a  part  of  this  body  of 
believers. 

The  music  ministry  has  always  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a  vital  part  of  the  worship  sevice. 
Everyone  has  an  opportunity  to  serve  God  through  music  at  Bethlehem.  From  the  Preschool 
Choir,  to  Children  and  Youth  Choirs,  to  the  Adult  Choir,  anyone  who  enjoys  singing  is  welcome 
to  participate. 

Music  talent  is  plentiful  at  Bethlehem.  In  the  area  of  vocal  and  instrumental  talent,  God  has 
surely  blessed  this  church.  Frances  Lail  continues  to  be  a  faithful  keyboardist  for  the  worship 
services.  She  became  the  church  pianist  in  1948  and  continued  until  1960,  when  the  church 
purchased  the  first  electronic  organ.  From  that  time,  until  the  present,  she  has  been  church 
organist.  A  new  Baldwin  organ  with  digital  sampled  pipe  sounds  was  installed  in  April  of  1990. 
Frances  has  served  the  church  as  a  sanctuary  keyboardist  for  forty-four  years. 

This  church  also  has  a  rich  heritage  in  the  field  of  Christian  Education.  Along  with  Sunday 
School  and  Church  Training,  the  many  study  courses,  witness  training  classes,  and  mission 
organizations,  all  indicate  that  this  church  has  always  strived  to  be  well-informed  followers  of 
God's  Word. 

In  closing,  I  thank  our  Lord  for  sending  my  family  and  me  to  such  wonderful  and  loving  people 
as  the  family  of  God  called  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church. 

Rod  Mauney 

Minister  of  Music  and  Education 


Left  to  Right:  Front  Row  -  Kathy  Moore,  Edith  Reynolds,  Betty  Quick,  Karen  Vinesett, 

Geraldine  Caldwell,  Avis  Morrow,  Scottie  Yarbro,  Lillian  Smith. 

Second  Row  -  Lynn  Echols,  Lib  McDaniel,  Jean  Herndon,  Jo  Ann  Yarbro,  Nan  Nicholson, 

Amy  Ross,  Ina  Blanton,  Mary  Beth  Mauney,  Sissy  Beam. 

Third  Row  -  Bob  Hullender,  Tim  Echols,  Ray  Herndon,  Arthur  Quick,  Paul  Farris,  Gerald 

McDaniel,  Philip  Seism,  Douglas  McDaniel,  Roger  McDaniel,  Jack  Lail,  Dewayne  Caldwell. 


CHILDREN'S   CHOIR   TOP   ROW   LEFT  TO   RIGHT  -   RUSSELL   KISER,   LEE   ECHOLS, 
AVERY  TURBYFILL,  HEATHER  HUGHES,  BRANDI  McDANIEL,  JASON  MAUNEY. 
MIDDLE  ROW  LEFT  TO  RIGHT  -  ASHLEY  FUNDERBURK,  KATIE  LEMMOND,  AMBER 
FUNDERBURK,    CHRISTIE   GRISHAM,    HEATHER    TONEY,    HAYLEY    BORDERS,    LANE 
ECHOLS,  STEWART  HEFFNER. 

BOTTOM  ROW  LEFT  TO  RIGHT  -  TYLER  ALLEN,  AMBER  DODSON,  MIRANDA  DIXON, 
BROOKS  TATE,  MASON  DIXON,  ZACH  RAMEY,  JONATHAN  AMMAY. 


BETH  McDANIEL  —  PIANIST 


FRANCES  LAIL  —  ORGANIST 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


The  Sunday  School  at  Bethlehem  has  been  and  continues  to  be  the  strongest  "teaching  arm"  of 
the  church.  Through  the  dedication  of  the  directors  and  teachers,  hundreds  of  children  and  adults 
have  received  a  vast  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  of  God's  love  for  man. 

Our  program  offers  classes  for  all  ages  where  each  member  received  in-depth  Bible  study  and 
an  atmosphere  of  Christian  love  and  support.  In  recent  years,  we  have  added  several  new  classes 
which  differ  from  the  traditional  "men  only/ladies  only"  classes.  These  new  couples  classes  are 
very  attractive  to  our  "newcomers"  -  especially  those  new  to  our  community  and  church.  The 
singles  class,  also  a  strong  asset,  has  been  formed  for  the  single  adult.  All  of  these  classes  seem 
to  be  very  effective  in  meeting  the  needs  of  the  married  couples,  the  young  marrieds,  and  the 
singles  as  they  all  strive  to  establish  and  maintain  their  families,  homes,  and  careers. 

Our  enrollment  of  250  plus  and  our  average  attendance  of  140-150  are  good  indicators  that 
Bethlehem  believes  strongly  in  studying  and  teaching  God's  word.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
Sunday  School  teaching,  we  offer  various  Bible  study  courses  sponsored  by  the  Convention  and 
the  Sunday  School  Board.  The  most  popular,  January  Bible  Study,  is  offered  each  year  and  all 
members  are  encouraged  to  attend. 

We  are  thankful  for  all  who  have  been  so  very  faithful  through  the  years  to  our  Sunday  School 
program.  It  is  our  desire  that  it  will  grow  even  stronger  in  its'  ministry  and  that  it  will  always  be  a 
means  for  many  people  to  hear  and  grow  in  God's  love  and  teachings. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 


L.  M.  Logan 

1881  - 

1885 

R.  B.  Dixon 

1886 

L.  M.  Logan 

1887 

J.  L.  Blalock 

1888 

C.  S.  Elam 

1889- 

1890 

J.  F.  Herndon 

1891  - 

1895 

J.  R.  Crocker 

1896- 

1898 

G.  A.  Dixon 

1899 

G.  H.  Logan 

1900 

J.  F.  Herndon 

1901 

B.  H.  McDaniel 

1902 

J.  0.  Blalock 

1903 

G.  H. Logan 

1904- 

1907 

S.  L.  Carter 

1908- 

1909 

J.  P.  Blalock 

1910 

G.  H. Logan 

1911- 

1912 

R.  D.  Ratterree 

1913 

S.  C.  Ratterree 

1914- 

•1915 

W.  D.  McDaniel 

1916- 

•1917 

J.  S.  McSwain 

1918 

N.  R.  Morris 

1919- 

1920 

J.  A.  Dover 

1921 

R.  W.  McCurry 

1922- 

•1924 

Lee  McDaniel 

1925- 

•1926 

Brady  Lail 

1927 

J.  S.  McSwain 

1928- 

•1929 

J.  S.  McSwain 

1932- 

•1933 

Lee  McDaniel 

1934 

J.  S.  McSwain 

1935- 

■1938 

J.  W.  Wilson 

1939 

Lee  McDaniel 

1940 

Lee  McDaniel 

1944 

H.  K.  Dixon 

1945- 

■1946 

J.  W.  Blalock 

1947 

Lamar  Herndon 

1948- 

-1949 

Willis  Harmon 

1950- 

-1957 

Lamar  Herndon 

1958- 

-1959 

Broadus  Herndon 

1960 

Willis  Harmon 

1961  - 

-1963 

Clyde  McDaniel 

1964- 

-1967 

Jack  Lail 

1968- 

-1970 

Miles  Seism 

1971  ■ 

-1979 

Clyde  McDaniel 

1980 

Miles  Seism 

1981  ■ 

-1983 

Willis  Harmon 

1984- 

-1987 

Charlotte  Seism 

1988- 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CARDS  OF  YEARS  PAST 


PAUL'S  MINISTRY  IN  ROME. 

Acts  28 :  17-31. 

I  AM   NOT  ASHAMED  OF  THE  GOSPEL  OF  CHRIST :  FOR 

IT    IS   THE    POWER    OF    GOO    UNTO    SALVATION 

TO  EVERY  ONE  THAT  BELIEVETH. 


THE  BOY  SAMUEL 

1     SAMUEL   8M-21. 

LESSON   TEXT. 

Speak,  Lord :  for  thy  servant  heareth.—  /  Sam.  3:9 


A  LESSON  ON  FORGIVENESS. 

Matt.  18 :  31-35. 

FORGIVE,  AND  YE    SHALL  BE  FORGIVEN. 


THE  DUTY  OF  WATCHFULNESS. 

Luke  12:85-M>. 

Golden  Thxt.— Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  Into 

temptation, 


CHRIST'S  HUMILITY  AND  EXALTATION. 

Phil  2:  1-11. 

LET    THI8    MIND    BE    IN    YOU,    WHICH    WAS    ALSO    IN 

CHRIST  JESUS. 


RUTH  AND  NAOMI. 
Ruth  1 :  16-22. 
i4olden  Text  :— Be  kindly  affectloned  one  to  another. 
Rom.  12 :  10. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CARDS  OF  YEARS  PAST 


ESTHER  PLEADING  FOR  HER  PEOPLE. 

Estb.  8:  3-Hui.d  15-17. 


THE  BOY  SAMUEL. 
1  Sam,  8:1-14. 
(Jolden  Text  :—  Speak,  Lord  ;  for  thy  servant  heareth. 
1  Sam.  8:9. 


HOW    TO    PRAV. 

Matt.  6  :  5-15. 
PRAY  TO  THY  FATHER  WHICH   IS  IN  SECRET. 


THE  BEATITUDES. 
Matt  4-26  to  5-l« 

Golden  Text—  Blessed  are  the  pure  In  heart : 
for  they  shall  aee  God. 


THE    LIFE-GIVING    STREAM. 


LESSON    TEXT. 


THE  COMFORTER  PROMISED. 

John  14:15-27. 

I  WILL  PRAY  THE  FATHER,  AND  HE  SHALL  GIVE 

YOU  ANOTHER  COMFORTER. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  REPORT  1958 


LET'S 

ATTENDANCE 

AND  IN 
SCHOOL. 
BEEN  OUR 

YET. 


DRUM  UP 
IN  B.T.U. 
SUNDAY 
THIS  HAS 
BEST  MONTH 


THE  BOX  SCORE: 


AUGUST 


Average 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL   B.T.U.   OFFERING 


3 

257 

none 

$   460.88 

10 

256 

79 

456„28 

17 

290 

112 

550..28 

24 

247 

90 

475-37 

31 

285 

89 

740.80 

267 


82 
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TRAINING  UNION/ DISCIPLESHIP  TRAINING 


Bethlehem  first  organized  a  Training  Union  in  1922  during  the  pastorship  of  Rev.  W.G.  Camp. 
Through  the  early  years  of  Training  Union  the  program  was  geared  toward  training  leaders  for 
work  in  the  Baptist  church.  Much  attention  was  given  to  the  teaching  of  the  Baptist  faith,  their 
doctrines,  and  beliefs.  Many  of  the  future  leaders  of  our  church  received  their  training  during  the 
many  programs  offered  during  the  Training  Union.  The  knowledge  gained  by  the  members  of  this 
organization  would  touch  the  lives  of  many  people  as  the  members  became  leaders  and  teachers 
in  the  church. 

The  1980's  brought  major  changes  in  the  organization.  It  was  given  the  new  name  of  Disciple- 
ship  Training.  In  addition  to  the  original  purpose  of  its  mission,  it  took  on  some  additional  ones.  It 
would  now  encourage  the  churches  to  offer  a  variety  of  programs  dealing  with  the  current  day 
issues.  It  was  and  is  the  feeling  that  through  these  types  of  studies,  that  the  members  would  find 
encouragement  and  support  to  better  face  the  day  to  day  trials  and  struggles  of  life.  The  local 
association,  the  state  convention,  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  offer  many  forms  of 
information  and  help  as  the  churches  plan  their  programs  to  suit  their  specific  needs  and  interest. 

A  100%  effort  is  needed  to  carry  on  the  work  and  to  further  spread  the  good  news  of  God's 
saving  grace.  Our  average  attendance  does  not  always  reflect  the  highest  numbers,  but  our  ded- 
ication and  our  hopes  for  the  future  remain  strong  among  the  directors,  teachers,  and  members. 


TRAINING  UNION  DIRECTORS 


Vaughn  Morris 

1922 

Hal  Morris 

1924 

Mable  Logan 

1925 

Mrs.  Beck  Wright 

1931 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Hanna 

1933, 

1947 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Camp 

1934- 

■1935 

Lee  McDaniel 

1939 

Mrs.  Madge  Arrowood 

1953 

Rov  Dixion 

1954- 

■1959 

Clyde  McDaniel 

1961  - 

•1962 

Mrs.  Robert  Hanna 

1963 

Homer  Harmon 

1964- 

•1965 

Mrs.  Dwight  Ledbetter 

1966 

Dwight  Ledbetter 

1967 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Ledbetter 

1968 

Homer  Harmon 

1969- 

•1977 

Lawrence  Bolin 

1978 

Jack  Lail 

1979- 

•1980 

Pat  Spearman 

1981  - 

-1989 

Robert  Hullender 

1990- 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 


The  summer  comes,  public  schools  close  for  vacation,  and  across  our  nation  a  vast  army  of 
volunteers  make  plans  for  Vacation  Bible  School.  A  school  of  a  different  nature  and  concept,  one 
that  is  rooted  in  the  church  and  its  teachings. 

The  first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  established  in  1898  by  a  lady  from  Virginia.  She  was  a 
Sunday  school  worker  who  moved  to  New  York  City.  Seeing  the  neglected  children  roaming  the 
streets,  she  organized  a  group  and  taught  the  Bible.  The  first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  started. 

In  the  past  50  years,  Southern  Baptist  have  discovered  the  value  of  VBS.  We  realize  what  it  can 
mean  to  a  church  in  outreach  and  teaching  Bible  principles  to  children  and  youth. 

Our  records  indicate  the  first  VBS  at  Bethlehem  was  held  in  June  of  1949.  Enrollment  was  71 
children.  Mr.  Lamar  Herndon  was  Sunday  school  director  at  the  time.  According  to  the  church 
records,  approximately  3,000  children  have  attended  VBS  in  the  past  43  years. 

Having  been  involved  in  21  of  our  Bible  school  sessions,  it  has  been  interesting  to  see  the 
changes  in  literature.  Also,  changes  in  the  way  our  church  views  and  supports  VBS. 

Through  study  and  experience  we  have  improved  the  quality  of  our  schools.  Our  volunteer 
workers,  whose  numbers  have  increased  three  fold,  are  committed  and  dedicated. 

Vacation  Bible  School  helps  the  church  reach  out  to  the  unchurched.  It  helps  the  church  gain 
information  about  the  community  it  is  ministering  to. 

VBS  workers  are  special  people.  They  find  time  during  a  busy  schedule  to  minister  to  others. 
These  people  believe  the  Bible  message  is  important  in  the  foundational  years  of  a  child's  life. 

I  believe  if  we  can  plant  the  gospel  seed  somehow  it  will  be  watered  and  God  will  give  the 
increase.  So  let  us  continue  in  our  efforts  to  teach  the  generations  behind  us,  in  hope  that 
tomorrow's  world  may  be  better. 

Willis  Harmon 


Iltof!WItai 


Rev.  T.  W.  Fogleman  and  wife  with  the  Vacation  Bible  School 

of  1949 


VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  -  1953 
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WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 


It  has  been  said  that  a  Baptist  Church  is  only  as  strong  as  its  Woman's  Missionary  Union  -  or 
WMU.  Certainly  this  has  some  value  when  we  remember  the  WMU  at  Bethlehem.  Through  the 
years  the  ladies  have  continued  to  keep  the  church  focused  toward  the  Baptist  mission  work  at 
home  and  abroad. 

The  WMU  strives  to  teach  Missions  to  all  ages  through  the  following  organizations:  Mission 
Friends,  Girls  in  Action,  Acteens,  Baptist  Young  Women,  Young  Baptist  Women,  and  Baptist 
Women. 

It  is  the  hope  and  prayer  of  our  WMU  members  that  we  can  continue  to  promote  a  strong 
mission  awareness  here  at  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church. 


WMU  PRESIDENTS 


A.  Jane  Little  1906 

Mrs.  Ed  Stewart  1908  - 1909 

Mrs.  Lee  McDaniel  1935-1941 

Mrs.  Bob  Hanna  1947 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Fogleman  1948-1949 

Mrs.  Rush  Dixion  1950 

Mrs.  James  Logan  1952 

Mrs.  Rush  Dixion  1953-1955 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Spearman         1956  - 1958 

Mrs.  Rush  Dixion  1959 

Mrs.  Paul  Lancaster  1961 

Mrs.  Hill  Lowery  1962-1963 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Spearman         1964  - 1967 


Mrs.  Paul  Lancaster 
Mrs.  Dwight  Ledbetter 
Mrs.  Jim  Yarbro 
Not  Shown 
Mrs.  Jim  Yarbro 
Mrs.  Seerley  Lowery 
Mrs.  Richard  White 
Mrs.  Randy  McDaniel 
Not  Shown 
Mrs.  Jim  Yarbro 
Mrs.  Danny  Kiser 
Mrs.  Tim  Echols 


1968-1969 

1970 

1971  -1973 

1974 

1975 

1976-1977 

1978-1980 

1981  -1982 

1983 

1984-1987 

1988-1990 

1991 


Coleen  Dixon  McDaniel  and  G.A.'s 


BROTHERHOOD 


The  Brotherhood  continues  to  be  an  active  part  of  our  church.  They  serve  in  many  different 
areas  -  helping  in  the  community  and  with  many  church  functions.  Some  of  their  activities  include 
"spring  cleaning"  of  the  grounds,  and  as  always,  they  love  the  meal  and  fellowship  at  their 
monthly  "Brotherhood  Breakfast."  The  Brotherhood  also  sponsors  the  boys'  Mission  organization 
of  Royal  Ambassadors  which  strives  to  make  missions  "come  alive"  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  our 
young  men. 


BROTHERHOOD  PRESIDENTS 


Paul  Lancaster 

1961 

Sidney  Roy  Dixon 

1962- 

1963 

Bill  McDaniel 

1964- 

1966 

Miles  Seism 

1967 

Sidney  Roy  Dixon 

1968- 

1975 

Douglas  McDaniel 

1976 

Paul  Farris 

1977 

None 

1978- 

■1979 

Dan  Gordon 

1980- 

■1984 

Dewayne  Caldwell 

1985- 

-1987 

Lawrence  Bolin 

1988- 

■1989 

Tim  Echols 

1990 

Arthur  Quick 

1991 

MEMBERS  CALLED  INTO  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


Several  people  from  our  church  have  been  called  to  service.  They  are  Harley  Dixon,  Jerome  Cash, 
David  Magnet,  Neil  Efird  and  Broadus  Matthews,  and  John  M.  Kester. 

John  M.  Kester 

John  Kester  was  examined  by  a  council  of  churches  and  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  on  June 
30,  1912. 

Jerome  Cash 

When  it  comes  to  telling  what  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  means  to  me,  I'm  not  exactly  sure 
where  to  begin.  This  church  will  always  have  an  extra  special  place  in  my  heart,  because  it  was 
there  that  our  precious  Lord  saved  me  and  called  me  into  the  gospel  ministry.  Having  grown  up  in 
a  non-Baptist  background,  I  was  never  taught  the  necessity  of  salvation,  through  the  blood  of 
Christ.  But  at  Bethlehem,  I  had  the  privilege  and  opportunity  of  hearing  the  Word  preached  and 
explained.  Because  of  that,  I  realized  my  need  to  receive  Christ.  Under  the  preaching  and  ministry 
of  Rev.  Russell  Fitts,  I  made  a  profession  of  faith  and  was  later  called  into  the  ministry. 

Bethlehem  supported  me  throughout  those  early  years  with  prayers  and  encouragement.  Rev. 
Fitts  also  provided  counsel  for  me  as  well  as  many  opportunities  to  preach.  Because  of  his 
willingness  to  help  me,  God  blessed  me  far  more  than  I  deserved.  All  that  I  am  in  the  ministry  can 
be  directly  traced  back  to  our  wonderful  Lord  and  this  precious  people.  May  God  continue  to 
bless  you  as  you  serve  Him. 

Harley  C.  Dixon 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Christ, 

Congratulations  as  you  celebrate  the  150th  anniversary  of 
your  church.  Perhaps  I  should  say  "our"  church,  since  my 
life  was  so  significantly  linked  to  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church 
for  the  first  25  years  of  my  life,  and  it  continues  to  be  the 
"fountain"  from  which  I  drink,  when  I  need  to  be  emotionally 
and  spiritually  replenished.  Because,  it  is  then  I  am  driven 
back  to  my  "Roots." 

I  was  nurtured  in  the  "womb"  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church 
in  my  early  years,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  was  "birthed"  by 
the  Church  when  I  was  born  into  the  faimly  of  God.  You  fed 
me  on  the  "WORD",  you  held  me  up  in  the  good  times  and 
the  bad  times  of  my  spiritual  pilgrimage. 

You  sent  me  out  as  a  neophyte  in  the  ministry  with  the 
charge  to  prepare  myself  for  servanthood.  During  those  years 
of  preparation  you  supported  me  with  your  prayers,  financial 
support,  (bought  my  books  while  I  was  at  Furman)  and 
encouraged  me  along  the  way. 

Then  you  "Laid  hands  of  me,"  symbolically  passing  on  the 
"Blessing,"  as  you  ordained  me  as  a  Servant,  ready  to  serve. 

You,  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  have  been  a  vital  part  of  my  life,  and  through  me,  YOU  HAVE 
FED  THE  HUNGRY,  MINISTERED  TO  THE  SICK,  COUNSELED  THE  BROKEN  HEARTED, 
BROUGHT  COMFORT  TO  THE  DYEING  AND  BEREAVED,  AND  PREACHED  THE  "WORD"  TO 
THOUSANDS. 

Finally,  I  challenge  you,  do  not  let  this  be  the  end  of  an  era,  celebrating  what  God  has  done 
there,  but  a  time  of  commitment  and  renewal  of  purpose,  celebrating  what  God  has  yet  for  you  to 
do. 

And  now  may  the  Lord  keep  on  blessing  you  and  making  His  face  shine  upon  you,  and  keep 
you  in  His  perfect  peace.  Amen. 

His  servant,  because  of  you, 

Harley  C.  Dixon 


SERVICEMEN  KILLED  IN  ACTION 

The  following  men  were  killed  in  action  from  our  church.  Dan  Lail,  Roy  Harmon,  Michael 
Graham,  and  Homer  Barber. 


Cpl.  Michael  Allen  Graham 

July  12,  1950  -  October  7,  1970 

Cpl.  Michael  Allen  Graham,  husband  of  Teresa  Howell  Graham, 
was  killed  in  hostile  action  in  Vietnam  on  October  7,  1970.  He 
had  arrived  in  Vietnam  on  July  12,  1970,  his  twentieth  birthday. 
Just  before  his  death,  Mike  had  sent  Teresa  a  dozen  red  roses 
on  their  first  wedding  anniversary. 

Michael  Graham,  the  son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  Graham,  grad- 
uated from  Kings  Mountain  High  School  where  he  was  a  bus 
driver.  After  being  employed  at  Kings  Mountain  Mica  Company, 
he  left  for  service  in  the  U.S.  Army  on  February  13,  1970. 


Dan  Brevard  Lail 

April  28,  1929  -  November  8,  1952 

Pvt.  Dan  B.  Lail,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Lail,  was  killed 
in  action  in  Korea  by  enemy  shell  fragments  on  November  8, 
1952,  just  six  days  after  joining  a  front  line  rifle  unit  of  Company 
C,  19th  Infantry  Regiment. 

Dan  entered  service  January  19,  1951,  landed  in  Korea  on 
October  12th  and  reached  the  front  line  November  2. 

Full  military  honors  were  accorded  Dan  by  a  firing  squad  from 
Ft.  Bragg,  and  servicemen  from  the  311th  Station  Hospital  at  Ft. 
Bragg  were  pallbearers.  Many  of  these  were  servicemen  from  the 
Bethlehem  community.  Young  Lail  was  awarded  the  Purple  Heart 
and  Gold  Star. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  Grover  High  School  Class  of  1949  and  a 
member  of  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church. 

He  was  survived  by  his  parents,  Charles  W.  Lail  and  Maggie 
Dixon  Lail  and  a  brother,  Jack  Lail  and  a  sister,  Phyllis  Lail 
Carpenter. 

Maternal  grandparents  were  Rastus  B.  Dixon  and  Blanche 
Blalock  Dixon. 

Paternal  grandparents  were  Julius  A.  Lail  and  Fannie  Wright 
Lail. 


Staff  Sgt.  David  Homer  Barber 

Staff  Sgt.  David  Homer  Barber  was  killed  at  Belfort  Gap,  France,  on  December  2,  1944.  He  was 
with  Company  C,  30th  Infantry  Regiment,  7th  Army,  3rd  Division. 

Born  July  8,  1923  in  Cleveland  County,  he  was  the  son  of  John  Carroll  and  Irene  Hambright 
Barber.  He  was  also  survived  by  four  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Young  Barber  attended  Bethware 
and  Grover  High  schools  and  was  a  member  of  the  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church. 

While  still  in  his  teens  young  Barber  joined  the  Army,  with  fellow  Kings  Mountain  boys,  to  serve 
a  three-year  tour  of  duty  at  Fort  Davis,  Canal  Zone,  Panama.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  lacked 
two  days  of  having  served  five  years  in  the  military  service. 

He  first  saw  action  overseas  on  December  28,  1943,  and  was  a  veteran  of  three  European 
campaigns.  He  fought  in  Italy  at  the  Anzio  Beachhead  and  was  with  the  forces  which  captured 
Rome. 

For  his  part  in  the  invasion  of  Southern  France,  he  received  the  Purple  Heart  and  the  French 
military  decoration,  the  Croix  De  Guerre.  He  also  participated  in  the  liberation  of  Paris. 

Prior  to  this  death,  Staff  Sgt.  Barber  was  also  awarded  the  Bronze  Star  and,  posthumously,  the 
Silver  Star.  His  remains  were  repatriated  to  the  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  Cemetery  for  final 
burial  in  April,  1948. 


^^i00 

IN  MEMORIAM 


Some  men  live  in  such  a  manner  that  they  are  never 
known  beyond  a  very  small  circle  of  their  immediate 
friends;  while  others  live  in  such  a  way  that  they  are 

known  for  miles  beyond  their  home  communities,  and  i  K.j^Cf  y  a  N/fjf\f  f  I  f\C  Al 
their  influence  is  felt  beyond  their  knowledge.  A  life  like  ;K)C-JN  JAIVlilN  vjlL.Uv_j/\1 
this  is  worth  living.  It  is  not  what  we  accumulate,  but       j  IATSJI  IARY  17    1&77 

what  we  do  for  the  world  that  makes  us  live  any  way.       |         uAiNUArvT    1/,  10/  I 
Such  a  life  was  lived  by  Brother  B.  G.  Logan  j         FA  MI  IARY   ?  "?    1Q 

B.  G.   Logan  was  born  January  17,   1877,  and  died       |    ^/M.^^"1 
January  22,  1935,  making  him  fifty-eight  years  and  five 
days  old.   He  was  born  and   reared   in  the  Bethlehem 
Community  of  Cleveland  County  where  he  grew  up  and 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  moving  to  Kings 

Mountain  a  few  years  since  where  he  remained  until  the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  a  son  of 
Leonidas  Logan,  Sr.,  and  a  grandson  of  Captain  John  R.  Logan,  who  wrote  the  famous  history  of 
the  Kings  Mountain  Baptist  Association.  On  December  5th,  1900,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Etta 
Wells  who  was  reared  in  a  nearby  community.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born.  They  are 
Marion,  Zelma  (Mrs.  J.W.  Blalock),  Mabel  and  James.  They  are  all  members  of  Bethlehem  Baptist 
Church. 

Brother  Logan  professed  faith  in  Christ  during  a  meeting  held  at  Bethlehem  in  1891,  and  was 
baptised  into  the  fellowship  of  this  church  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  He  was  but  fourteen  years 
old  at  this  time.  He  kept  his  vow  and  remained  a  member  of  this  church  until  the  day  of  his 
departure,  serving  in  nearly  every  way  it  is  possible  for  one  to  serve.  He  served  as  Clerk  for  eight 
years,  Treasurer  for  five  years,  deacon  for  thirty-three  years  and  Choir  Director  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  To  say  that  he  served  well  is  entirely  too  mild  a  statement,  because  his  work  was  far 
above  the  average.  It  will  be  impossible  for  another  to  fill  his  place  because  so  many  changes 
have  come  about  that  no  one  can  pick  up  where  he  laid  down. 

B.  G.  Logan  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  1st  North  Carolina  regiment  of  Spanish-American 
Volunteers,  and  served  during  the  Spanish-American  War.  Words  cannot  eulogize  such  a  life  too 
much.  They  are  but  the  mild  agents  of  the  thoughts  of  men.  But  as  long  as  this  church  stands, 
and  as  long  as  his  associates  in  service  live,  there  will  be  a  monument  more  enduring  than 
bronze,  and  more  imposing  than  marble.  He  was  a  faithful  husband,  a  tender,  loving  father,  a 
faithful  friend  and  neighbor,  and  a  citizen  who  loved  his  country. 

Because  of  his  going  therefore  be  it  resolved: 

1.  That  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well  and  pray  that 
He  may  raise  up  another  to  fill  Brother  Logan's  place. 

2.  That  we  extend  to  the  bereaved  family  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  their  hour  of  intensive 
sorrow. 

3.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family,  a  copy  spread  upon  the  church  records, 
and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Kings  Mountain  Herald  for  publication. 

This  April  1,1935. 

J.C.  Randle 
J.S.  McSwain 
C.J.  Black 

Signed  and  written 

May  20,  1935 

J.  C.  Randle,  Clerk 

John  Clyde  Randle  served  as  Clerk  for  9  years.  He  was  born  July  19,  1894.  He  joined  the 
church  in  August,  1909,  and  was  baptized  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Suttle.  He  was  ordained  as  a  Deacon  in 
May,  1935,  by  Dr.  C.J.  Black. 


THE  OLDEST  MEMBERS  OF  OUR  CHURCH 

ETHEL  (MRS.  LEE)  BLALOCK  YARBRO 

The  following  has  been  copied  from  the  February  26,  1992,  edition  of  the  Kings  Mountain  Herald. 


For  95  years  Ethel  Blalock 
Yarbro  has  lived  on  Bethlehem 
Road. 

"I  wouldn't  want  to  live  any- 
where else,"  said  the  petite,  silver- 
haired  Mrs.  Yarbro,  whose  keen 
sense  of  humor  belie  her  years. 

"Ma  Ma"  Yarbro  celebrated  her 
95th  birthday  Tuesday  with  four 
birthday  cakes  baked  by  friends, 
her  two  living  sisters,  and  her 
close-knit  family. 

As  the  12  guests  gathered  at 
the  home  of  Jim  and  Flora  Lee 
Yarbro,  the  rain  was  pouring 
outside,  but  inside  the  comfor- 
table home  there  were  gifts  to 
open  and  memories  to  share. 

Mrs.  Yarbro,  who  has  been  con- 
fined to  a  wheelchair  since  she 
broke  her  hip  last  May,  reluc- 
tantly has  turned  her  house- 
keeping duties  over  to  her  friend, 
Geneva  Chase.  She  is  well- 
known  in  her  community  as  a 
superb  cook. 

Her  daughter-in-law  served 
some  of  Ma  Ma's  favorite  foods 
for  her  birthday  luncheon.  Mrs. 
Yarbro,  who  admits  to  weighing 
about  85  pounds,  passed  up  the 
desserts,  which  included  home- 
made banana  pudding,  cake,  and  pecan  pie. 

"That's  why  she  keeps  her  trim  figure,"  said  her  pastor,  Rev.  Harold  Beam,  who  visits  Mrs.  Yarbro 
regularly  at  her  neat  white,  frame  farm  house,  and  also  at  the  nearby  homes  of  her  sons,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jim  Yarbro  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ned  Yarbro. 

Reared  on  a  farm  in  the  Bethlehem  Community  when  there  were  only  about  two  houses  in  what 
is  now  a  community  dotted  with  hundreds  of  homes,  Ethel  was  born  February  25,  1897,  in  a  family 
of  seven  girls  and  one  boy  in  a  house  about  a  mile  from  her  present  home.  She  attended  the 
two-room  3B  Grade  School,  the  seven-grade  Bethlehem  School,  and  Grover  School.  After  grad- 
uating in  the  11th  grade,  she  taught  at  Bethlehem  School  for  two  years.  Back  then,  according  to 
Ethel,  a  college  diploma  was  not  required. 

Her  sister,  Gladys  Blalock  Wright,  one  of  her  students,  recalled  that  Ethel  gave  her  a  crocheted 
garter  as  winner  of  the  spelling  bee. 

Another  sister,  Lallage  Blalock  Hord,  now  of  Charlotte,  also  reminisced  about  the  good  ole  days 
and  recalled  that  all  the  sisters  went  to  different  schools  and  there  were  hardships  in  running  to 
catch  the  bus  to  Waco.  Mrs.  Yarbro  said  she  lived  with  a  teacher,  Miss  Livingstone,  in  Grover  to 
finish  her  education. 

Mrs.  Hord,  91,  is  confined  to  a  wheelchair  after  breaking  her  hip  and  is  a  resident  of  Sardis 
Nursing  Home. 

Mrs.  Gladys  Wright,  83,  resides  in  Grover  with  her  husband,  Beck  Wright. 

The  three  sisters  said  they  had  witnessed  many  changes  in  the  community  over  the  years  —  and 
all  for  the  better. 

Recalling  her  wedding  day  May  20,  1920,  Mrs.  Yarbro  said  that  her  bridegroom,  Lee  Yarbro, 
drove  her  to  Gastonia  in  a  T-model  Ford,  and  they  were  married  at  the  home  of  a  preacher.  Her 
late  sister,  Maggie  Dixon,  was  her  only  attendant.  Other  members  of  her  family  were  the  late  Lois 
Bookout,  Piccola  Blalock,  Letha  Morris,  and  Tom  Blalock.  They  were  all  children  of  the  late  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Pinkney  Blalock. 


Yarbro,  who  died  five  years  ago,  was  a  poultry  farmer  all  his  life,  and  Mrs.  Yarbro  was  a 
homemaker. 

Proud  of  her  family,  which  includes  nine  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren,  Mrs.  Yarbro 
said  she  miscarried  five  times  during  her  marriage  and  lost  five  daughters.  But,  she  said  she  had 
gained  two  wonderful  sons  and  two  wonderful  daughters-in-law. 

Kathy  Yarbro,  a  niece,  recalled  the  mouth-watering  desserts  from  "Ma  Ma's"  table  and  the 
country  biscuits  and  apple  pies. 

Ron  Mauney,  music  director  at  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  led  the  group  in  singing  'happy 
birthday'  and  tears  welled  up  in  the  honoree's  eyes  as  she  smiled  to  her  party  guests. 

Evelyn  Herndon  recalled  that  the  Blalock  farm  was  only  about  a  mile  from  where  Mrs.  Yarbro 
lives  today. 

Margaret  White  of  Charlotte  accompanied  her  mother  to  the  party  and  recalled  that  her  aunt 
used  to  bake  bread  three  times  a  day  and  was  in  the  hospital  only  twice  during  her  life. 

Being  a  shut-in  doesn't  dampen  Mrs.  Yarbro's  enthusiasm  for  life.  She  still  enjoys  watching  the 
news  on  television,  but  she  says  her  happiest  moments  are  when  company  comes  and  they  get 
out  the  picture  books  and  reminisce  of  the  many  happy  times  the  family  has  shared. 

When  Bethlehem  Church  observes  its  150th  anniversary  this  July,  Ma-Ma  hopes  to  go  to  the 
celebration.  If  not,  Flora  Ledford  has  promised,  her  picture  will  definitely  be  included  in  the  book 
of  memories  she  is  preparing,  complete  with  a  clipping  from  The  Herald  about  her  birthday  bash. 

What  is  secret  to  long  life? 

"Love  the  Lord  and  work  hard,"  says  Ethel  Yarbro. 


Mr.  John  Edward  Yarbro 

Mr.  John  Edward  Yarbro  was  born  September  29,  1901.  He  was  the  son  of  Albert  and  Ida  Hord 
Yarbro,  one  of  eleven  children  of  which  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  remain. 

Born  and  raised  in  the  Elizabeth  community  of  Shelby,  he  came  to  the  Bethlehem  community 
when  he  married  Vela  Herndon  on  December  27,  1923.  John  and  Vela  lived  with  her  parents, 
Walter  Anthony  and  Pratt  Fulton  Herndon  for  one  year.  In  1925,  he  rented  the  Houser  farm 
located  north  of  the  Highway  74  Buffalo  Bridge. 

John  and  his  brother  William  purchased  118  acres  of  land  on  the  Bethlehem  Road  in  1926  from 
Nathan  R.  Morris.  The  house  was  built  in  1866  by  George  and  Mary  Graham  Herndon,  Vela 
Yarbro's  grandparents. 

Mr.  Yarbro  has  seven  children,  Carrie,  Julia,  Ed,  John,  George,  Ava,  and  W.A.,  fourteen  grand- 
children, and  twelve  great-grandchildren.  Three  sons,  one  daughter,  and  one  grandson  still 
operate  the  farm. 

Mr.  Yarbro  can  be  found  most  any  day  riding  with  one  of  his  sons  checking  cattle  or  crops. 


PAST  SCHOOLS  OF  THE  COMMUNITY 


The  first  school  in  the  community  that  we  have  a  picture  of  was  a  one-room,  wooden  building 
located  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  Monroe  Bell  property.  It  was  called  Bell  School.  Goforth, 
Blalock,  Raymer  Harmon  and  North  Harmon  were  among  the  students  who  attended  this  school. 
This  picture  was  made  in  the  mid  1870's. 


THE  3  B.B.B.  HIGH  SCHOOL 


This  picture  was  taken  in  1908 

The  3  B.B.B.  High  School  consisted  of  grades  1  through  7.  It  was  close  to  the  Butler  Dixon  farm 
(now  Harold  Crawford's  home).  Students  included  Gladys  Blalock  Wright,  Nora  Arrowood  Camp, 
the  Herndon  children  and  the  Harmon  children.  Ethel  Blalock  Yarbro  was  a  teacher. 


This  picture  was  taken  in  1915 


THE  BETHLEHEM  SCHOOL 


In  the  latter  part  of  1917,  land  was  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  McSwain  which  was  closer  to 
the  church.  In  1918  a  wooden  building  was  constructed  with  4  rooms  and  7  grades.  This  school 
was  attended  by  Blalocks,  Howells,  Dixons,  Herndons,  Hopes,  McGinnises,  and  Aliens,  families 
affiliated  with  Bethlehem  Church. 


THE  BRICK  BETHLEHEM  SCHOOL 


In  1932,a  brick  building  was  built  by  the  W.P.A.  According  to  H.K.  Dixon,  his  uncle  hauled  brick 
from  Gaffney,  South  Carolina.  H.K.  said  he  was  in  the  fifth  grade,  and  looking  out  the  window  of 
the  old  wooden  school,  saw  his  uncle  unloading  these  bricks.  He  asked  the  teacher,  Piccola 
Blalock,  if  he  could  go  out  and  talk  to  him.  The  students  moved  into  the  brick  building  in  the  fall 
of  1932.  The  teachers  were  Letha  Morris,  first  and  second  grades;  Piccola  Blalock,  third  and 
fourth  grades;  and  Kate  Willis,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  grades. 

The  students  walked  to  school.  Sometimes  it  would  be  raining  and  so  cold  their  clothes  would  be 
frozen  when  they  arrived.  They  would  stand  around  a  pot-bellied  stove  to  dry. 


November  3,  1947,  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church  brought  the  property  from  the  County  Board  of 
Education  for  $2,000.00  to  be  used  as  a  fellowship  hall. 


BETHLEHEM  TRIVIA 


Adam  McDaniel  is  one  of  Bethlehem's  most  faithful  church  attendees.  He  is  present  whenever 
the  church  has  any  function.  He  is  a  member  of  Bill,  Helen,  Josh, and  Brandi  McDaniel's  family. 
The  only  problem  with  Adam  is  that  he  is  a  German  Shepherd  dog.  Whenever  Bill's  or  Helen's  car 
leaves  for  the  church  Adam  arrives  first.' 

One  Sunday  morning  during  church  services  Adam  became  too  hot  lying  in  the  sun,  so  he 
decided  it  would  be  cooler  under  Bill  &  Helen's  car.  Everything  was  fine  and  cool  until  church  was 
over,  that's  when  Adam  discovered  he  was  stuck  and  couldn't  get  out  from  under  the  car.  After 
some  thumping  and  thrashing  around  and  some  help  from  a  few  good  men  lifting  the  car,  Adam 
was  freed,  none  the  worst  from  the  experience. 


'  "*■->>?■« 


SOW  ANNIVERSARY  K-„."AJ£ 

Blalock  of  the  Bethlehem  community,  near  Kings 
Mountain,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniver- 
sary Sunday,  January  5.  Their  seven  daughters  were 
among  those  present  for  the  occasion.  They  are  Mrs. 
Rush  Dixon  of  Dallas,  Mrs.  Lois  Boohout  of  Gaslonia, 
Mrs.  Lee  Yarboro  of  Bethlehem,  Mrs.  Alvin  Hord  of 
Shelby,  Mrs.  Hal  Morris  of  Kings  Mountain,  Mrs. 
Beck  Wright  of  Grover  and  Miss  Piccola  Blalock  of 
Bethlehem.  Mrs.  Blalock  was  Miss  Lottie  Randall 
before  marriage. 


CELEBRATE  GOLDEN  WEDDING— The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Fogleman  were  honored 
on  Sunday,  February  4,  at  an  open  house  in 
celebration  of  their  50th  wedding  anniversary. 
They  were  married  on  January  31,  1912,  in 
Albemarle. 

Mr.  Fogleman,  educated  at  Wake  Forest 
College  and  Southwestern  Seminary,  spent 
nearly  50  years  as  pastor  of  churches  in  Texas, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina 
before  he  retired. 

The  Golden  Anniversary  Open  House  was 
given  the  couple  by  their  daughters,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Yow,  of  Concord,  at  whose  home  the  open 
house  was  held;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Stapleton,  of 
Greensboro;  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Britt,  of  Severn. 


THE  SELLING  OF  THE  HEN 

This  story  was  related  to  us  from  an  incident  that  happened  in  Grover.  Two  farm  boys  that 
needed  money  for  their  family,  which  during  this  time  was  in  short  supply,  took  a  setting  hen  that 
belonged  to  their  Mother  to  town  to  sell.  At  this  time  there  were  twelve  merchants  in  Grover. 
During  this  time  it  was  customary  to  sell  chickens,  eggs,  and  products  to  the  merchants  for  cash 
or  goods  which  the  families  might  need.  The  two  boys  sold  the  setting  hen  to  the  first  merchant, 
and  as  the  merchant  paid  one  of  the  boys  in  cash,  the  other  boy  took  the  hen  to  the  back  of  the 
store  to  place  in  a  coop.  But  instead  of  placing  the  hen  in  the  coop,  he  proceeded  out  the  back 
door  to  the  next  merchant  to  start  the  selling  all  over  again.  They  proceeded  to  do  this  to  the  rest 
of  the  twelve  merchants.  After  they  had  sold  the  hen  twelve  times,  they  took  the  hen  back  home 
and  placed  her  back  on  the  nest,  and  she  later  hatched  twelve  baby  chicks.  This  story  was  related 
by  Raymond  Plummer. 


This  story  was  told  by  Charlie  Blalock  and  occurred  when  he  was  a  small  boy.  There  was  a 
house  located  across  the  road  from  the  church.  The  home  was  occupied  by  some  ladies  of  ill 
repute.  The  KKK,  which  was  active  during  this  period  of  time  and  before  it  was  known  as  a  racial 
organization,  decided  that  these  ladies  needed  to  move.  They  proceeded  one  night  to  burn  a 
cross  in  their  front  yard.  The  next  day  the  ladies  left  the  community. 


This  story  which  happened  about  1914  was  told  to  a  former  member  by  her  father.  It  was  the 
custom  when  some  passed  away  that  family  members  would  sit  up  during  the  night  with  the 
deceased.  One  night  her  father  was  sitting  up  with  a  friend  that  had  died  when  the  deceased  sat 
straight  up  in  his  casket. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HAL  MORRIS 


Morrises  Celebrate 
50  Years  Together 


LAMAR  HERNDON  ON  THE  STEPS  OF  THE  OLD  BAPTISTERY  LOCATED  BEHIND 
BETHLEHEM  ESTATES.  MR.  HERNDON  IS  A  LIFELONG  MEMBER  OF  BETHLEHEM.  HIS 
MATERNAL   GRANDPARENTS,    PATERNAL   GRANDPARENTS,   MOTHER,   AND   FATHER 

ARE  BURIED  AT  BETHLEHEM. 


REV.  C.J.  BLACK  BAPTIZING 
GLYNN  L.  PANTHER  IN  1929 


OLDEST  GRAVE  IN  OUR  CEMETARY 


REV.  SAM  MURPHY  AND  FAMILY 

NEAL  AND  CAROLYN  EFIRD 

MINISTERS  OF  EDUCATION  AND  MUSIC 


PRESENT  DAY  OFFICES 


OLD  COMMUNION  SET 


PRESENT  DAY  COMMUNION  SET 


SILVER  URN  GIVEN  IN  MEMORY  OF  MR.  &  MRS.  JOHN  BLALOCK  IN  1956  BY  FAMILY. 


STAINED  GLASS  WINDOW  GIVEN  IN  MEMORY  OF  ONE  OF  OUR  CHURCH  CLERKS 
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LEFT  TO  RIGHT  -  DAVID  SMITH,  CHARLIE  SPEARMAN,  CHARLIE  AND  PAT  HERNDON, 

PERCY  LYNN 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT  -  MARY  SPEARMAN,  MARGARET  ARROWOOD,  NELL 
HARMON,  DOROTHY  YARBRO 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT  —  SISSY  &  HAROLD 
BEAM,  FRED  OWENS 


PAUL,  CHAD  &  LINDA  FARRIS 


BECKY  WYTE,  EDITH  REYNOLDS,  JEAN  HERNDON 


SHANE  FARRIS  -  SOUND 


■  ■  - 


OFFICE  STAFF  -  DELORES  WHITE  -  SECRETARY 
ROD  MAUNEY  -  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  EDUCATION 


PRESENT  DAY  CHURCH  -  1992 


MEMBERSHIP  AS  OF  APRIL  12,  1992 


Adcock,  Mrs.  Eddie  Lee 

Allen,  Mrs.  Florence  (Riley) 

Allen,  Mr.  Timmy 

Allen,  Mrs.  Dena  Bowen  (Timmy) 

Allen,  Mrs.  Yvonne  Lyons 

Ammay,  Mrs.  Wanda  (Felix) 

Appling,  Mr.  Larry 

Arrowood,  Mrs.  Margaret  (Ralph) 

Barber,  Elaine 

Barber,  Mr.  John  -  Jr. 

Barber,  Mrs.  Theresa 

Beam,  Rev.  Harold 

Beam,  Mrs.  Alice  G.  (Harold) 

Beam,  Mr.  Scott 

Beam,  Mrs.  Dena  (Scott) 

Beard,  Mr.  Howard 

Beard,  Mrs.  Susie  (Howard) 

Beason,  Mr.  Ronnie 

Beason,  Mrs.  Kay  McDaniel  (Ronnie) 

Beason,  Mitchell 

Beason,  Kelly 

Beatty,  Mrs.  Cheryl  Yarbro  (Henry) 

Beddix,  Addie 

Berry,  Mrs.  Lynn  Bolin  (Bob) 

Bell,  Mr.  James 

Bell,  Mrs.  Melba  (James) 

Bell,  Mr.  Scott 

Bess,  Mr.  Wayne 

Bess,  Mrs.  Marjorie  (Wayne) 

Black,  Mr.  Ronnie 

Blackburn,  Mr.  Arthur 

Blackburn,  Mr.  Don 

Blackburn,  Mrs.  Peggy  Yates  (Don) 

Blackburn,  Mrs.  Lisa  G.  (Steve) 

Blackburn,  Brock 

Blackwood,  Mrs.  Dean  Herndon  (Henry) 

Blackwood,  Susan 

Blackwood,  Sylvia 

Blackwood,  Mr.  Shane 

Blalock,  Mr.  D.  B.  -  Jr. 

Blalock,  Mr.  Herman  W.  -  Jr.  (Dub) 

Blalock,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Wright  (Dub) 

Blalock,  Miss  Dana 

Blalock,  Mr.  Todd  Lawson 

Blalock,  Mrs.  Ruth  Hullender  (Todd) 

Blalock,  Mrs.  Zelma  (J.W.) 


Blanton,  Miss  Ina 

Blanton,  Mr.  James  Eric 

Blanton,  Mr.  Lewis 

Blanton,  Mrs.  Delia  (Lewis) 

Blanton,  Mr.  Neal 

Blanton,  Ruth 

Bolin,  Mr.  Lawrence 

Bolin,  Mrs.  Kay  Carroll  (Lawrence) 

Bookout,  Mrs.  Vernon 

Borders,  Mrs.  Sherry  Reynolds  (Jerry) 

Borders,  Mrs.  Carol 

Borders,  Haley 

Bowles,  Mr.  Charles 

Bowles,  Mrs.  Jean  R.  (Charles) 

Bowles,  Jane 

Bridges,  Mrs.  Darla  Smith 

Brown,  Edith 

Brown,  Mr.  Jack 

Brown,  Mr.  Duane 

Brown,  Mr.  Chris 

Brown,  Darin 

Brown,  Margaret 

Bumgardner,  Mr.  Tom 

Bumgardner,  Melissa 

Caldwell,  Mrs.  Jill  Camp  (Randy) 

Caldwell,  Mr.  Lloyd  Dewayne  -  Sr. 

Caldwell,  Mrs.  Jerralene  V.  (Dewayne) 

Caldwell,  Mr.  Lloyd  Dewayne  -  Jr.  (Chip) 

Caldwell,  Mr.  Phillip  Patrick 

Camp,  Mrs.  Earleen  (John) 

Camp,  Miss  Amy 

Camp,  Lisa 

Camp,  Mrs.  Mary  Blackburn  (John) 

Cannon,  Lucille 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  Phyllis  Lail  (Gene) 

Carpenter,  Mr.  Ben 

Carpenter,  Mr.  Chad 

Carpenter,  Mr.  Larry 

Carpenter,  Miss  Melissa 

Carpenter,  Mr.  William  -  Jr. 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Camp  (William) 

Carroll,  Mrs.  Ruthie  Lee  (J.C.) 

Carroll,  Mr.  Donald 

Carroll,  Mr.  Clyde 

Carroll,  Miss  Rebecca 

Cash,  Mr.  Bruce 


Cash,  Mrs.  M.  V. 

Cash,  Mrs.  Sara  G. 

Cobb,  Mr.  Douglas 

Cobb,  Mrs.  Brenda  (Douglas) 

Cobb,  Miss  Jennifer 

Cobb,  Mr.  Floyd  D. 

Cobb,  Mrs.  Fannie  Wright  (Floyd) 

Cobb,  Mr.  Mitchell 

Cobb,  Mrs.  Judy  McDaniel  (Mitchell) 

Cook,  Ola 

Cooke,  Mrs.  Sally  Durham  (Craig) 

Cothran,  Mrs.  Alverta  (Roy) 

Crawford,  Mr.  Paul  G. 

Deatley,  Mrs.  Albert 

Davis,  Mr.  Ed 

Davis,  Mrs.  Sue  (Ed) 

Day,  Mrs.  Dawn  Morris 

Dellinger,  Mrs.  Linda  Green  (Lew) 

Disabato,  Mr.  David  R. 

Disabato,  Mr.  Ronald 

Dixon,  Mrs.  C.  S. 

Dixon,  Brenda 

Dixon,  Dianne 

Dixon,  Mr.  Earnest 

Dixon,  Mrs.  Elaine  Hullender  (Jeff) 

Dixon,  Mr.  Eugene 

Dixon,  Mrs.  Gail  (Eugene) 

Dixon,  Miss  Crystal 

Dixon,  Mr.  Frank 

Dixon,  Mrs.  Emma  (G.P.) 

Dixon,  Mr.  H.  K. 

Dixon,  Mrs.  Jeanette  (H.K.) 

Dixon,  Mr.  Holland 

Dixon,  Miss  Ovedia 

Dixon,  Mr.  Walter 

Dixon,  Mr.  Dale 

Dixon,  Travis 

Earney,  Miss  Peggy  Lee 

Echols,  Mr.  Timothy 

Echols,  Mrs.  Lynn  McDaniel  (Timothy) 

Echols,  Lee 

Echols,  Lane 

Echols,  Lori 

Eng,  Mr.  John 

Etters,  Mr.  Glenn  E. 

Etters,  Mrs.  Becky  Ormand  (Glenn) 

Falls,  Mrs.  Betty  Wells  (Gillie) 

Falls,  Mr.  Warren 


Farris,  Mr.  Paul 

Farris,  Mrs.  Linda  Ross  (Paul) 

Farris,  Shane 

Farris,  Chad 

Farrow,  Mrs.  Rita  Wise 

Franks,  Mr.  J.  B. 

Gilliam,  Mrs.  Martha  (Alfred  James) 

Gold,  Mr.  Richard 

Gold,  Mrs.  Corliss  (Richard) 

Gray,  Mr.  Richard 

Gray,  Mrs.  Kathlyn  (Richard) 

Gray,  Buffy 

Gray,  Noelle  Christine 

Hager,  Mr.  Don 

Hale,  Mrs.  Diane  D.  (Don) 

Hall,  Mr.  James  A.  -  Jr. 

Hall,  Mrs.  Ginger  Lynn  (James) 

Hargett,  Cathy 

Hargett,  Eddie 

Hargett,  Susan 

Harmon,  Mr.  Glenn 

Harmon,  Mr.  Joe 

Harmon,  Mrs.  Margie  (Joe) 

Harmon,  Miss  Donna 

Harmon,  Miss  Karen 

Harmon,  Mr.  Willis 

Harmon,  Mrs.  Nell  (Willis) 

Harmon,  Mr.  Robert 

Hayes,  Mr.  Tim 

Hayes,  Mrs.  Pam  (Tim) 

Heffner,  Mr.  David 

Heffner,  Mrs.  Tammy  Appling  (David) 

Henderson,  Mrs.  Donna  Blackburn  (Mike) 

Henderson,  Mr.  Don 

Henderson,  Miss  Sandy 

Hendricks,  Rev.  Garland 

Hendricks,  Mrs.  Estelle  (Garland) 

Herndon,  Mr.  Broadus 

Herndon,  Mrs.  Emily  (Broadus) 

Herndon,  Mr.  Charles  P. 

Herndon,  Mrs.  Pat  Dover  (Charles) 

Herndon,  Miss  Kimberly  Elizabeth 

Herndon,  Miss  Lori  Ann 

Herndon,  Mr.  Coyt 

Herndon,  Mrs.  Evelyn  (Frank) 

Herndon,  Miss  Justina 

Herndon,  Mr.  Lamar 

Herndon,  Mrs.  Kathleen  (Lamar) 


Herndon,  Mr.  Ray 

Herndon,  Mrs.  Jean  Moore  (Ray) 

Herndon,  Mr.  MarK 

Herndon,  Mrs.  Evelina  (William) 

Herndon,  Miss  Teresa 

Hicks,  Mr.  Paul 

Hollifield,  Mrs.  Paulette  (Morgan) 

Hooks,  Mrs.  Audrey  Owens 

Hoopaugh,  Mr.  Jimmy 

Hope,  Miss  Lucy 

Hope,  Mr.  Tony 

Hope,  Mrs.  Rufus 

Hord,  Mrs.  Lalyage  Blalock 

Horton,  Peggy 

Howell,  Mr.  Boyd 

Howell,  Mrs.  Betty  (Boyd) 

Howell,  Mr.  Bill 

Howell,  Irma 

Howell,  Mr.  John 

Howell,  Teresa 

Howell,  Mr.  Robert 

Howell,  Mr.  Richard 

Howell,  Virginia 

Howell,  Mr.  Gibbs 

Howell,  Mrs.  Gibbs 

Hoyle,  Mr.  Dean 

Hoyle,  Mrs.  Ann  (Dean) 

Hoyle,  Justin 

Hudson,  Mr.  Hal 

Hudson,  Mrs.  Conda  (Hal) 

Huffstetler,  Mr.  David 

Huffstetler,  Mrs.  Julia  (David) 

Hullender,  Mr.  Robert  Angus 

Hullender,  Mrs.  Guyanne  Henderson  (Robert) 

Hullender,  Mr.  Todd 

Jamell,  Erma  Earney 

Jackson,  Minnie 

Jones,  Mrs.  Joan  E. 

Jones,  Jennifer 

Kiggins,  Mrs.  Bernice  (James) 

Kiser,  Mr.  Dan  K. 

Kiser,  Mrs.  Hilda  Lowery  (Dan) 

Lail,  Mr.  Danny 

Lail,  Mrs.  Diane  Strickland 

Lail,  Mrs.  Doris 

Lail,  Charles 

Lail,  Chris 

Lail,  Mr.  Jack 


Lail,  Mrs.  Frances  Huffstetler  (Jack) 

Lancaster,  Mr.  Paul 

Lancaster,  Mrs.  Louise  (Paul) 

Lancaster,  Mr.  Steven  H. 

Lancaster,  Mrs.  Joy  (Steven) 

Lancaster,  Steven 

Lawing,  Mr.  Jason  Dale 

Ledbetter,  Judy 

Ledbetter,  Mrs.  Ruth  Smith 

Ledford,  Mrs.  Eula  (C.  T.) 

Ledford,  Mr.  James 

Ledford,  Mrs.  Flora  Herndon  (Ted) 

Lee,  Mrs.  Alma  Bridges 

Leigh,  Mrs.  Patsy  (Brent) 

Leigh,  Miss  Wendy 

Logan,  Margaret 

Lowery,  Mrs.  Nell  Randall  (Hill) 

Lynn,  Mr.  Buddy 

Lynn,  Mr.  David 

Lynn,  Mr.  Percy 

Lynn,  Mrs.  Betty  Herndon  (Percy) 

Lyons,  Mr.  Gary 

Lyons,  Mr.  Mark 

Lyons,  Mr.  Thurman 

Lyons,  Mrs.  Armelis  (Thurman) 

Lund,  Mrs.  Darleen 

Lund,  Miss  Lisa 

Magnet,  Mr.  David 

Maples,  Mr.  Ernest 

Maples,  Mrs.  Louise  (Ernest) 

Mauney,  Mr.  Rod 

Mauney,  Mrs.  Mary  Beth  (Rod) 

Mauney,  Jason 

Mixon,  Mr.  Jerry 

Moore,  Mr.  Eric  Cole 

Moore,  Mrs.  Cathy  McDaniel  (Eric) 

Moore,  Mrs.  Louise  (Garnet) 

Moore,  Mr.  David 

Moore,  Miss  Susan 

Moore,  Mr.  Rick 

Morris,  Mr.  Bob 

Morris,  Mrs.  Betty  Sue  Kirby  (Bob) 

Morris,  Mr.  Keith 

Morris,  Mr.  Jerry 

Morris,  Mrs.  April  Brown  (Jerry) 

Morris,  Mr.  Neil 

Morris,  Mrs.  Nicole  Gandt  (Neil) 

Morris,  Mr.  Chris 

Morrison,  Miss  Tracy 


Morrow,  Mr.  Keith 

Morrow,  Mrs.  Avis  Owens  (Keith) 

Morrow,  Tommy 

Morrow,  Kathryn 

Morrow,  Mrs.  Lola  Mae 

Morrow,  Cindy 

Morrow,  Rebecca 


McDanie 
McDanie 
McDanie 
McDanie 
McDanie 


Mrs.  Annie  Harmon 

Mr.  Bill 

Mrs.  Helen  Morris  (Bil 

Miss  Brandi 

Mr.  Charles 


McDaniel,  Mrs.  Sarah  Mae  McDaniel  (Clyde) 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Douglas 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Doris  (Douglas) 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Lollie  (Floyd) 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Gerald 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wyte  (Gerald) 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Todd 

McDaniel,  Mr.  J.  F. 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Kim  Whisnant 

McDaniel,  Michael 

McDaniel,  Mary  Lou 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Naaman 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Moss  (Naaman) 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Phillip 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Randy 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Beth  Hughes  (Randy) 

McDaniel,  David 

McDaniel,  John 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Rodger 

McDaniel,  Mr.  Tim 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Laura  Weldon  (Tim) 

McCurry,  Mrs.  Joy  (R.  G.) 

McGinnis,  Mrs.  Amy  Morris  (Greg) 

McKinney,  Mrs.  Joyce  W.  (Walter) 

McMurray,  Claudie 

McQueen,  Steven 

McSwain,  Mr.  Eugene 

Newton,  Josh 

Nicholson,  Mr.  Mike 

Nicholson,  Mrs.  Nan  (Mike) 

Nicholson,  Tina 

Nicholson,  David 

Oliver,  Ginger 

Oliver,  Mrs.  Velma  (Richard,  Jr.) 

Owens,  Mr.  Charles 

Owens,  Mrs.  Ginny  (Charles) 


Owens,  Mr.  Fred 

Owens,  Mrs.  Velda  Y.  (J.B.) 

Palmer,  Mrs.  Willie  S.  (Jesse) 

Parker,  Kim 

Payne,  Mr.  George  Anthony  (Tony) 

Payne,  Mrs.  Gina  Stone  (Tony) 

Peed,  Miss  Marsha 

Peeler,  Mary 

Pennington,  Stacy 

Powell,  Mr.  Donald 

Powell,  Mrs.  Barbara  (Donald) 

Pressley,  Chris 

Pressley,  Jimmy 

Pressley,  Mrs.  Thelma  (Venoy) 

Pruitt,  Sammy 

Quick,  Mr.  Arthur 

Quick,  Mrs.  Betty  (Arthur) 

Randall,  Mr.  Howard 

Randall,  Mr.  David 

Randall,  Mr.  Ken 

Randall,  Mr.  Merrill 

Randall,  Mr.  Roger 

Randle,  Mrs.  Buren 

Randle,  Mr.  Howard 

Randle,  Mrs.  Ruth  (Howard) 

Randle,  Mr.  Tony 

Randle,  Mr.  Hoyle 

Randle,  Miss  Geneva 

Randle,  Mr.  Larry  Gene 

Rector,  Dorothy 

Redmond,  Mr.  Eric 

Redmond,  Mrs.  Linda  (Eric) 

Reynolds,  Mr.  James 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  Edith  (James) 

Reynolds,  Mr.  Richard 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  Cecile  (Richard) 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  Dot  (Tom) 

Reynolds,  Miss  Chris 

Rhea,  Mrs.  Loris  Blalock 

Rhodes,  Mr.  Jim 

Rhodes,  Mrs.  Susan  (Jim) 

Rhodes,  Mr.  Michael 

Rikard,  Mrs.  Breand  (James) 

Roberts,  Mr.  Billy 

Roberts,  Mrs.  Helen  McDaniel  (Howard) 

Roberts,  Mrs.  Jeanette  McSwain 

Robinson,  Mr.  Barry 

Ross,  Mr.  Rodney 


Ross,  Mrs.  Amy  Cawood  (Rodney) 

Ross,  Mrs.  Debbie  Smith  (Tim) 

Ruppe,  Mrs.  Vicky  Bell 

Sanders,  Miss  Ann  Marie 

Scanders,  Bright 

Seism,  Mr.  Charles 

Seism,  Mrs.  Nancy  Spearman  (Charles) 

Seism,  Miss  Charlotte 

Seism,  Mr.  Phillip 

Seism,  Mrs.  Paula  Weldon  (Charles) 

Seism,  Brenda 

Sciflein,  Mrs.  Viola 

Scruggs,  Mrs.  Lynn  Etters  (Stan) 

Sellers,  Mr.  Eric 

Sellers,  Mrs.  Shannon  Yarbro  (Eric) 

Sellers,  Mrs.  Josephine  McDaniel  (Owen) 

Shepard,  Mrs.  Deda  Smith  (Kyle) 

Sipes,  Mrs.  Ava  Y.  (Garland) 

Sisk,  Tina 

Sisk,  Jennifer 

Smith,  Mrs.  Anita  (Dan) 

Smith,  Mr.  David 

Smith,  Mrs.  Lillian  (David) 

Smith,  Mrs.  Cindy  McDaniel 

Smith,  Mr.  Ken 

Smith,  Mrs.  Dot  Yates  (Ken) 

Smith,  Lisa 

Smith,  Viola  (Violet) 

Spearman,  Mr.  Charles  E. 

Spearman,  Mrs.  Mary  Ware  (Charles) 

Spearman,  Mr.  Pat 

Sperling,  Jay 

Stone,  Mr.  Gene 

Stone,  Mrs.  Carolyn  (Gene) 

Stroup,  Ronnie 

Stroup,  Mrs.  Sarah  McDaniel  (Vance) 

Stroup,  Mr.  Wally 

Stroup,  Mrs.  Gina  (Wally) 

Swansson,  Mr.  James 

Swindell,  Mr.  Bill 

Swindell,  Mrs.  Juanita  (Bill) 

Tate,  Mr.  Fred 

Tate,  Mrs.  Coleen  Reynolds  (Fred) 

Tate,  Mr.  Mike 

Tate,  Mr.  Greg 

Toney,  Mrs.  Terry 

Toney,  Michelle 

Turbyfill,  Avery 


Turbyfill,  Josh 

Vinesett,  Mrs.  Karen  Lail  (Bill) 

Waddell,  Mrs.  Ben 

Wallace,  Mrs.  Lorraine  W.  (Richard) 

Watterson,  Norma 

Watterson,  Mr.  John 

Watterson,  Mr.  Gene 

Weaver,  Mr.  J.  B. 

Weaver,  Mrs.  Sue  (J.B.) 

Weaver,  Mr.  Scott 

Weaver,  Mrs.  Steffanie  Graham  (Scott) 

Webster,  Mrs.  Audrey  (F.  V.) 

Webster,  Mr.  Rufus 

Welch,  Mrs.  Lonia  (Jessie) 

Weldon,  Mrs.  Kay 

Wells,  Mrs.  Brenda  Green  (David) 

Wells,  Mr.  Larry 

Wells,  Mrs.  Nancy  Watterson  (Larry) 

Whisnant,  Mr.  Charles  A. 

Whisnant,  Mrs.  Lunette  (Charles) 

Whisnant,  Mrs.  Samantha 

Whisnant,  Mr.  G.  Wray 

Whisnant,  Mrs.  Kathleen  (Wray) 

Whisnant,  Mr.  Joel 

Whisnant,  Mrs.  Doris 

Whisnant,  Trudy 

Whisnant,  Judy 

White,  Mrs.  Gail  Huffstetler 

White,  Mr.  James  F. 

White,  Mrs.  Wanda  B.  (James) 

White,  Mr.  Richard 

White,  Mrs.  Susan  Lowery  (Richard) 

White,  Mrs.  Ruth  Blanton 

White,  Mrs.  Ruth  Bell 

Whitney,  Mr.  Leslie 

Wiggins,  Mrs.  Eula  Mae 

Wiggins,  Donna 

Williams,  Barbara 

Williams,  Mrs.  Minnie 

Williams,  Mr.  Johnny 

Willis,  Mr.  Tim 

Willis,  Miss  Kelia 

Willis,  Miss  Devin 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Myrtle  (J.  W.) 

Wise,  Mrs.  Suzanne  Lockridge 

Wise,  Mrs.  Margaret  Wells  (David) 

Wise,  Mr.  W.  D.  -  Jr.  (Bill) 

Woods,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 


Wright,  Mrs.  Bertha  D.  (Jessie) 

Wright,  Lillian 

Wright,  Mr.  Robin 

Wright,  Mr.  Sherman 

Wright,  Mr.  Ted 

Wright,  Mr.  Wayne 

Wright,  Mr.  Wilbur 

Wyte,  Mrs.  Beverly  H.  (Allen) 

Wyte,  Mr.  Joe 

Wyte,  Mrs.  Becky  (Joe) 

Wyte,  Mr.  Joey 

Wyte,  Mr.  Scott 

Wyte,  Mrs.  Dawn  Disabato  (Scott) 

Wyte,  Mr.  Mark 

Yarbro,  Mr.  Ed 

Yarbro,  Mr.  Elmer 


Yarbro,  Mrs.  Jessie  (Elmer) 

Yarbro,  Mrs.  Darlene  (George) 

Yarbro,  Mrs.  Dorothy  (Henry) 

Yarbro,  Gary  Michael  -  Jr. 

Yarbro,  Mrs.  Ethel  Blalock  (Lee) 

Yarbro,  Lee  Jim  -  Jr. 

Yarbro,  Mrs.  Flora  Lee  Blackburn  (Jim) 

Yarbro,  Mr.  Leslie 

Yarbro,  Miss  Kathy 

Yarbro,  Mr.  Ned  T. 

Yarbro,  Mrs.  Scottie  Wilson  (Ned) 

Yarbro,  Mr.  Tony 

Yarbro,  Mr.  Randy  Lee 

Yarbro,  Mr.  John 

Yarbro,  Mr.  Wayne 

Yarbro,  Mrs.  Joann  Wyte  (Wayne) 


